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THEME: “KEY WORDS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE” 
 

“PROPITIATION:” GOD’S NOT ANGRY AT YOU 
 

ROMANS 3:20-28 
 

#2 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

YOU NEVER KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING TO FIND 
SPIRITUAL TRUTH. 
 
 I FOUND SOME THE OTHER DAY IN THE PAGES OF USA 
TODAY.  
 
IT WAS ABOUT A MONTH AGO DURING THE HEIGHT OF THE 
QUESTIONS SURROUNDING NEWT GINGRICH’S BOOK DEAL.  
 
THEY PUBLISHED AN ARTICLE BY FORMER SPEAKER OF 
THE HOUSE, JIM WRIGHT.  
 
YOU MAY REMEMBER THE STORY THAT BACK IN 1989 JIM 
WRIGHT RESIGNED AS SPEAKER UNDER A KIND OF 
ETHICAL CLOUD HAVING TO DO WITH SOME BOOK DEALS 
THAT HE HAD MADE WHILE HE WAS SPEAKER OF THE 
HOUSE.  
 
HE ARGUED THAT HE HAD DONE NOTHING WRONG, BUT 
CERTAIN PEOPLE THOUGHT HE HAD.  
 
WHEN HE RESIGNED, HE MADE A LONG SPEECH TO THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, STATING HIS REASONS 
BEHIND HIS RESIGNATION.  
 
WHEN HE WROTE THE ARTICLE ABOUT A MONTH AGO, HE 
RECALLED WHAT HAD HAPPENED BACK IN 1989, OFFERING 
HIS ADVICE TO THE NEW SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE.  
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HE COMMENTED ON THE FACT THAT THERE HAD 
BEEN SO MUCH ILL WILL GENERATED AND SO MUCH  
 
CONTROVERSY, THAT HE HAD RESIGNED IN 1989 “AS A 
PROPITIATION FOR THIS SEASON OF ILL WILL.”  
 
THAT MAY BE THE ONLY TIME IN HISTORY THAT THE 
WORD PROPITIATION HAS BEEN TIED IN WITH U.S. 
POLITICS AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES.  
 
I WILL DARE SAY THAT IN ALL OF AMERICA THERE IS NOT 
ONE IN ONE HUNDRED PEOPLE WHO HAS ACTUALLY EVER 
HEARD THE WORD  
 
 
PROPITIATION BEFORE AND MAYBE NOT ONE IN ONE 
THOUSAND WHO REALLY UNDERSTANDS WHAT IT MEANS.  
 
IT IS A RARE WORD, A WORD THAT IS NOT USED IN 
CONVERSATION VERY OFTEN, YET WHEN YOU COME TO 
THE PAGES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, YOU DISCOVER THAT 
THE WORD PROPITIATION IS A KEY WORD THAT IS USED 
SIX TIMES IN VARIOUS FORMS RELATING TO THE EFFECTS 
OF THE WORK OF JESUS CHRIST ON THE CROSS. 
 
I AM HAPPY TO SAY THAT THE FORMER SPEAKER OF THE 
HOUSE DID INDEED USE THE WORD IN A BASICALLY 
CORRECT SENSE.  
 
THE DEFINITION OF THE WORD PROPITIATION IS THIS: TO 
PROPITIATE MEANS TO TURN AWAY WRATH BY THE 
OFFERING OF A GIFT.  
 
SO WHAT JIM WRIGHT WAS SAYING IS THAT THERE WAS SO 
MUCH ILL WILL, SO MUCH ANIMOSITY, SO MUCH ANGER IN 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THAT HE THOUGHT TO 
APPEASE THAT WRATH AND TURN IT AWAY, BY OFFERING 
UP HIMSELF OR HIS JOB AS A PROPITIATION SO THAT THAT 
WRATH WOULD BE COMPLETELY TURNED AWAY AND THE 
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DEMAND FOR JUSTICE WOULD BE SATISFIED. 
 
 
LET ME EXPLORE WITH YOU THE MEANING OF THE WORD 
IN SOME OTHER CONTEXT.  
 
IN ANCIENT GREEK, THE WORD SOMETIMES WAS USED FOR 
PAGAN RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES.  
 
IT WAS USED FOR THE OFFERING OF ANIMALS FOR BLOOD 
SACRIFICE.  
 
IT WAS USED FOR THE IDEA OF APPEASING AN ANGRY GOD.  
 
IT WAS USED FOR THE IDEA OF BRINGING AN OFFERING 
AND PLACING IT BEFORE AN IDOL BECAUSE YOU THOUGHT 
THE IDOL YOU WORSHIPPED WAS ANGRY AT YOU AND YOU 
HOPED THAT BY GIVING BLOOD OR FOOD, THAT THE 
ANGER OF THE GOD WOULD BE TURNED AWAY.  
IN FACT, IN HAITI TODAY, THE FOLLOWERS OF VOODOO 
STILL PRACTICE THIS.  
 
I HAVE HEARD THE STORIES OF HOW THE PRACTITIONERS 
OF VOODOO WILL TO THIS VERY DAY SACRIFICE A DEAD 
CHICKEN AND WILL POUR ITS BLOOD OUT AND PUT IT IN A 
SAUCER.  
 
THEY WILL PUT THE DEAD CHICKEN CARCASS OUTSIDE 
THE DOOR.  
 
IT IS THEIR WAY OF HOPING TO APPEASE THE GOD WHO 
STANDS BEHIND VOODOO.  
 
THAT IS THE PAGAN IDEA OF PROPITIATION.  
 
WE ALSO MAY SEE PROPITIATION ON ANOTHER LEVEL.  
 
HERE IS A MAN WHO IS MARRIED. AS MEN ARE PRONE TO 
DO, HE HAS MADE A MISTAKE.  
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HE HAS OFFENDED HIS WIFE. HE HAS SAID SOMETHING HE 
SHOULDN’T HAVE SAID OR DONE SOMETHING HE  
 
SHOULDN’T HAVE DONE. OR HE HAS LEFT UNDONE THAT 
WHICH HE OUGHT TO HAVE DONE.  
 
HE IS PULLING OFF THE FREEWAY, AND AS HE DOES SO, AT 
THE STOP LIGHT HE SEES ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE SELLING 
FLOWERS.  
 
SUDDENLY, WHEN HE SEES THE MAN WITH THE FLOWERS, 
THE LIGHT BULB GOES ON IN HIS HEAD.  
 
AND BEFORE THE LIGHT TURNS FROM RED TO GREEN, HE 
PULLS OUT HIS WALLET, SHOVES $3.00 OR $4.00 THROUGH 
THE WINDOW, GRABS HIS FLOWERS, PUTS THEM ON THE 
SEAT BESIDE HIM, GOES STRAIGHT HOME, GETS OUT OF 
THE CAR AND GOES INSIDE.  
 
AND BEFORE HIS WIFE CAN SAY A WORD TO HIM, HE 
PRESENTS THE FLOWERS TO HER. 
 
 SHE SMILES, HE HOPES, AND THE OFFERING OF THE 
FLOWERS HAS TURNED AWAY THE WRATH OF HIS WIFE. 
THAT IS PROPITIATION.  
 
THAT IS A DOCTRINE EVERY HUSBAND CAN UNDERSTAND 
AND HAS PRACTICED AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER.  
 
IF YOU WANT A BIBLICAL, NON-THEOLOGICAL EXAMPLE 
OF PROPITIATION, YOU COULD GO BACK TO THE BOOK OF 
GENESIS, TO THE STORY OF JACOB AND ESAU.  
 
REMEMBER HOW JACOB CHEATED ESAU OUT OF HIS 
INHERITANCE, THEN RAN FOR HIS LIFE.  
 
GENESIS 32 TELLS THE STORY OF HOW, AFTER 20 LONG 
YEARS, NOW JACOB WANTS RECONCILIATION WITH HIS 
BROTHER.  
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HE SENT A MESSAGE TO ESAU SAYING, “I, JACOB, YOUR 
BROTHER, AM COMING TO MEET YOU AT SUCH AND SUCH A 
TIME AND AT SUCH AND SUCH A PLACE.  
 
WILL YOU COME AND MEET ME?” SO HE SENDS OUT 
MESSENGERS WITH THE WORD AND BACK THEY COME 
WITH GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS.  
 
THE GOOD NEWS IS ESAU’S COMING. THE BAD NEWS IS HE’S 
BRINGING 400 SOLDIERS WITH HIM.  
 
JACOB, BEING A VERY WISE AND CUNNING MAN, DECIDES 
THAT HE WILL OFFER A GIFT, HOPING TO PACIFY HIS 
BROTHER’S WRATH.  
 
GENESIS 32 SAYS HE MADE THE FOLLOWING GIFT: 200 
FEMALE GOATS, 20 MALE GOATS, 200 EWES, 20 RAMS, 15 
FEMALE CAMELS WITH THEIR YOUNG, 40 COWS AND 10 
BULLS, 20 FEMALE DONKEYS AND 10 DONKEYS.  
 
HE SENT ALL OF THOSE ANIMALS ON UP AHEAD. HE 
INSTRUCTED THE ONE IN THE LEAD, “WHEN MY BROTHER 
ESAU MEETS YOU AND ASKS, ‘TO WHOM DO YOU BELONG 
AND WHERE ARE YOU GOING AND WHO OWNS ALL OF 
THESE ANIMALS IN FRONT OF YOU?’  
 
THEN YOU ARE TO SAY, ‘THEY BELONG TO YOUR SERVANT 
JACOB. THEY ARE A GIFT SENT TO MY LORD ESAU. HE IS 
COMING BEHIND US.’ ”  
 
THAT IS TO SAY, JACOB THOUGHT TO SEND A GIFT AHEAD 
OF HIM AND HE WOULD COME BEHIND THE GIFT. HE 
THOUGHT BY THE GIFT TO TURN AWAY THE WRATH OF HIS 
BROTHER.  
 
IN FACT, THIS IS WHAT JACOB THOUGHT, “I WILL PACIFY 
HIM WITH THESE GIFTS I AM SENDING ON AHEAD.  
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LATER, WHEN I SEE HIM, PERHAPS HE WILL RECEIVE ME.”  
 
IT IS INTERESTING THAT WHEN THE GREEK TRANSLATORS 
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT CAME TO THE GENESIS 32:14, 
THEY USE THE GREEK WORD HILASKOMA WHICH 
LITERALLY MEANS “I WILL PROPITIATE HIM WITH THESE 
GIFTS I AM BRINGING.”  
 
SO TO PROPITIATE, WHETHER IN SECULAR OR 
THEOLOGICAL TERMS, MEANS TO TURN AWAY WRATH BY 
THE OFFERING OF A GIFT.  
 
 
 
 
ALONGSIDE THAT YOU CAN WRITE DOWN PROVERBS 16:14, 
“A KING’S WRATH IS A MESSENGER OF DEATH, BUT A WISE 
MAN WILL APPEASE IT.” 
 
 
IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND PROPITIATION IN ITS FULLEST 
BIBLICAL SENSE, ESPECIALLY AS IT APPLIES TO THE DAYS 
OF JESUS CHRIST, YOU HAVE TO UNDERSTAND THE OLD 
TESTAMENT BACKGROUND.  
 
TO DO THAT, YOU HAVE TO GO BACK TO ONE OF THE 
LEAST READ BOOKS OF THE BIBLE, THE BOOK OF 
LEVITICUS.  
 
IN LEVITICUS 16 WE READ THE STORY OF THE ACTIVITIES 
OF THE DAY OF ATONEMENT.  
 
REMEMBER IN THE OLD TESTAMENT THE DAY OF 
ATONEMENT CAME UP JUST ONCE A YEAR.  
 
ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT THE HIGH PRIEST WOULD 
TAKE OFF HIS REGULAR REGALIA AND PUT ON A 
DIFFERENT UNIFORM. ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT HE 
WOULD TAKE A GOAT AND OFFER IT UP AS A SACRIFICE. 
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THEN HE WOULD TAKE THE BLOOD OF THE GOAT AND 
VERY CAREFULLY HE WOULD GO INSIDE THE TABERNACLE 
INTO THE HOLY PLACE, BEHIND THAT CURTAIN THAT 
SEPARATED THE HOLY PLACE FROM THE HOLY OF HOLIES.  
 
TAKING THE BLOOD OF THE GOAT INTO THE MOST HOLY 
PLACE, THERE HE WOULD COME TO A STRANGE LOOKING 
BOX, CALLED THE ARK OF THE COVENANT.  
 
INSIDE THE ARK OF THE COVENANT THERE WAS PLACED A 
LITTLE BIT OF MANNA, AARON’S ROD THAT BUDDED AND, 
MOST IMPORTANTLY, A COPY OF THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS.  
 
ON TOP OF THE ARK OF THE COVENANT THERE WAS A LID 
MADE OF PURE GOLD AND THERE WAS THE SCULPTURE OF 
THE WINGS OF THE CHERUBIM FROM ONE SIDE OF THE 
ARK TO THE OTHER.  
 
THERE IN THE MIDDLE, ON THE TOP OF THAT GOLDEN LID, 
THE HIGH PRIEST WOULD TAKE THE BLOOD OF THE GOAT 
AND HE WOULD SPRINKLE IT, SURROUNDED BY THE 
CLOUDS OF INCENSE. THE BIBLE SAYS IN LEVITICUS 16 
THAT ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, JUST ONCE A YEAR, 
WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST WOULD TAKE THE BLOOD OF THE 
GOAT INTO THE MOST HOLY PLACE, WHEN HE SPRINKLED 
IT ON THE MERCY SEAT, ON THE LID OF  
 
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, GOD WOULD LOOK DOWN 
FROM HEAVEN AND ATONEMENT, OR FORGIVENESS, THE 
COVERING FOR SIN, WOULD BE MADE. 
 
 WHAT DOES IT REPRESENT? DURING THE OTHER DAYS OF 
THE YEAR WHEN GOD LOOKED DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO 
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, WHAT HE SAW WAS THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS ON THE INSIDE.  
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS STOOD AS GOD’S STANDARD, AS 
A TESTIMONY AGAINST THE SINS OF THE NATION OF 
ISRAEL.  
 
BUT ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST 
WOULD TAKE THE BLOOD OF THE GOAT AND SPRINKLE IT 
ON TOP OF THAT GOLDEN LID, WHAT GOD LOOKED DOWN 
AND SAW WAS NOT THE BROKEN LAW OF GOD BUT THE 
BLOOD OF THE SACRIFICE.  
 
AND THE BLOOD OF THE SACRIFICE COVERED THE SIN OF 
THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. ON THAT DAY AND FOR THAT 
ENTIRE YEAR, THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WERE 
ATONED; THEY WERE FORGIVEN, COVERED BY THE BLOOD 
OF THE SACRIFICE. 
 
THERE IS ONLY ONE PROBLEM. IT ONLY LASTED FOR A 
YEAR, BECAUSE IT WAS JUST THE BLOOD OF A GOAT.  
WE KNOW THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE BLOOD OF 
BULLS AND GOATS TO TAKE AWAY SIN AT ALL. 
 
 THE ONLY EFFICACY IN THE BLOOD OF AN ANIMAL WAS 
THAT IT POINTED TO SOMETHING THAT WOULD HAPPEN 
LATER.  
 
THAT IS WHY EVERY YEAR, YEAR AFTER YEAR, THE HIGH 
PRIEST WOULD GO IN AND DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN. THERE 
WAS NO PERMANENT FORGIVENESS FOR SIN IN THE OLD 
TESTAMENT SYSTEM. IT ONLY POINTED TO SOMETHING 
ELSE. 
 
SO YOU COME INTO THE NEW TESTAMENT AND FIND THAT 
JESUS CHRIST DIED ON THE CROSS AND SHED HIS BLOOD.  
 
YOU DISCOVER THAT THIS WORD PROPITIATION IS THE 
WORD THAT IS USED TO DESCRIBE THE EFFECTS OF THE 
DEATH OF CHRIST. 
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READ FROM HEBREWS 2:17, “FOR THIS REASON HE HAD TO 
BE MADE LIKE HIS BROTHERS IN EVERY WAY, IN ORDER 
THAT HE MIGHT BECOME A MERCIFUL AND FAITHFUL 
HIGH PRIEST.” JESUS WAS LIKE THE HIGH PRIEST WHO 
BROUGHT THE BLOOD IN.  
 
 
“THAT HE MIGHT BECOME A MERCIFUL AND FAITHFUL 
HIGH PRIEST IN SERVICE TO GOD, AND THAT HE MIGHT 
MAKE ATONEMENT.”  
 
YOU COULD LITERALLY TRANSLATE IT, “THAT HE MIGHT 
MAKE PROPITIATION FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE.”  
 
THAT IS TO SAY, WHEN JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS, THE 
BLOOD THAT HE SHED WAS LIKE THE BLOOD ON THE 
MERCY SEAT.  
 
IT TURNED AWAY THE WRATH OF GOD AND COVERED THE 
SIN OF THE PEOPLE. TURN TO I JOHN 2:2, WHICH SHOWS 
ANOTHER SIDE OF THE TRUTH, “HE IS THE ATONING 
SACRIFICE.”  
 
THAT IS FROM THE SAME FAMILY OF GREEK WORDS. YOU 
COULD TRANSLATE IT, AS OTHER VERSIONS DO, “HE WAS 
THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS, AND NOT ONLY FOR 
OURS, BUT ALSO FOR THE SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD.”  
 
PUT THESE TWO PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE TOGETHER AND 
WHAT YOU HAVE IS A TRUTH LIKE THIS: JESUS CHRIST, IN 
HIS DEATH ON THE CROSS, ON ONE HAND IS LIKE THE HIGH 
PRIEST WHO MADE THE SACRIFICE, WHO OFFERED THE 
BLOOD ON THE MERCY SEAT. ON THE OTHER HAND, JESUS 
CHRIST IS ALSO THE SACRIFICE ITSELF.  
 
SO JESUS, WHEN HE OFFERED HIMSELF, WAS BOTH THE 
HIGH PRIEST AND THE SACRIFICE OFFERED UP TO GOD.  
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HOW COULD THAT BE? IT IS NOT SO HARD TO 
UNDERSTAND.  
 
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT IT IS THE BLOOD OF BULLS AND 
GOATS, IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IT IS THE ETERNAL 
BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST WHICH HAS ETERNAL VALUE AND 
ETERNAL EFFICACY IN THE EYES OF ALMIGHTY GOD. 
 
 SO WHEN JESUS HUNG ON THE CROSS, YOU REMEMBER 
THE MOMENT WHEN IN GREAT AGONY AND GREAT PAIN HE 
CRIED OUT TO GOD, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU 
FORSAKEN ME?”  
 
AND IN THAT MOMENT SOMETHING WE DON’T FULLY 
UNDERSTAND HAPPENED.  
 
IN THAT MOMENT ALL THE WRATH OF GOD WAS POURED 
OUT.  
 
IT WAS AS IF THE SEWER PIT OF HELL WERE EMPTIED ON 
JESUS.  
 
 
HE BECAME SIN FOR US AND ALL OF YOUR SIN AND ALL OF 
MY SIN AND THE SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD WERE 
POURED OUT ON JESUS AND IN THAT MOMENT GOD 
TURNED HIS FACE AWAY FROM HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON.  
 
IN THAT MOMENT, JESUS TOOK THE WRATH OF GOD FOR 
US. 
 
LET ME GIVE YOU THREE TRUTHS TO SUMMARIZE THE 
EFFECTS OF PROPITIATION. 
 
1. BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST DIED, GOD’S JUSTICE IS NOW 
SATISFIED. 
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2. BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST DIED, GOD’S WRATH HAS 
NOW BEEN TURNED AWAY. THE PRICE FOR SIN HAS BEEN 
PAID. 
 
 
3. BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST DIED, GOD’S MERCY IS NOW 
FREELY AVAILABLE TO ANYONE WHO WANTS IT. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
 

I CLOSE WITH FOUR IMPLICATIONS FOR YOUR LIFE AND 
MINE. 
 
1. THIS DOCTRINE OF PROPITIATION MEANS THAT GOD’S 
ESSENTIAL NATURE HAS NOW BEEN FULLY REVEALED.  
 
SO MANY PEOPLE LIVE IN COWERING FEAR. THEY LIVE IN 
FEAR THAT GOD IS ANGRY, TRYING TO HURT THEM, TO 
GET EVEN WITH THEM. YOU HEAR PEOPLE SAY TO PRAY 
FOR THE OPPOSITE OF WHAT YOU WANT, BECAUSE GOD 
ALWAYS GIVES YOU THE OPPOSITE OF WHAT YOU PRAY 
FOR.  
 
WHAT A PERVERSION OF THE CHARACTER OF GOD.  
 
THE DOCTRINE OF PROPITIATION TEACHES US THAT WHAT 
OUGHT TO BE A JUDGMENT SEAT HAS NOW THROUGH THE 
BLOOD OF JESUS BEEN TURNED INTO A MERCY SEAT.  
 
AND WHAT OUGHT TO BE A THRONE OF JUDGMENT HAS 
NOW, FOR THE BELIEVER, BECOME A THRONE OF GRACE.  
 
THAT IS WHY HEBREWS SAYS, “THAT HE MIGHT BE A 
MERCIFUL HIGH PRIEST.”  
 
NOW WE SEE GOD’S ESSENTIAL CHARACTER—THAT HE IS 
MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS TOWARD US ON THE BASIS OF 
JESUS CHRIST’S DEATH ON THE  
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CROSS.  
2. WE NOW SEE CLEARLY THE ABSOLUTE NECESSITY OF 
THE BLOOD OF CHRIST.  
 
JUST AS THE BLOOD MUST BE SPRINKLED IN THE OLD 
TESTAMENT, EVEN SO MUST THE LITERAL, PHYSICAL 
BLOOD OF CHRIST BE SHED ON THE CROSS. 
 
 DON’T BELIEVE THE PEOPLE WHO SAY THAT IN THESE 
MODERN DAYS WE CAN’T TALK ABOUT THE BLOOD OF 
CHRIST.  
 
THAT COMES FROM PEOPLE WHO ARE FAINTLY ASHAMED 
OF WHAT THE NEW TESTAMENT SAYS. FOR THE BLOOD OF 
CHRIST IS IN THE BIBLE.  
 
IF YOU TAKE OUT THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, YOU’VE TAKEN 
OUT THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 
 
3. SINCE CHRIST BORE THE FULL WEIGHT OF GOD’S 
WRATH, WE NOW ENJOY THE FULL BLESSING OF GOD’S 
MERCY.  
 
IF YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN AND YOU ARE LIVING WITH A 
GUILT COMPLEX BECAUSE YOU THINK GOD HATES YOU, 
HOW LITTLE YOU UNDERSTAND OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST.  
 
THE TABLE OF THE LORD IS GOD’S FINAL PROOF THAT HE 
IS NOT ANGRY AT YOU.  
 
HE LOVES YOU AND IS MERCIFUL TOWARDS YOU. HIS 
WRATH HAS BEEN TURNED AWAY. 
 
4. FOR THOSE WHO REJECT CHRIST, THERE IS NOWHERE 
ELSE TO TURN.  
 
BY THAT I SIMPLY MEAN THE GIFT OF CHRIST IS SO GREAT, 
HIS SACRIFICE SO MAGNIFICENT, HIS DEATH SO AWESOME 
IN ITS BENEFITS, THAT IF YOU DECIDE TO GO SOMEPLACE 
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ELSE, WHAT YOU WILL FIND IS THERE IS NO PLACE ELSE 
TO GO.  
 
 
 
IF YOU TURN FROM THE CROSS AND GO BACK INTO THE 
WORLD, OR IF YOU THINK YOU CAN DO IT ON YOUR OWN 
AND SAVE YOURSELF, IF YOU TURN FROM JESUS CHRIST, 
YOU WILL DISCOVER THERE IS NO PLACE ELSE TO GO. 
 
 THERE IS NO OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG 
MEN WHEREBY WE MUST BE SAVED. 
 
 
SOME 200+ YEARS AGO THERE WAS A MAN IN ENGLAND BY 
THE NAME OF WILLIAM COWPER.  
 
HE IS A MAN WHO WAS OF NERVOUS DISPOSITION.  
 
ALL THE BIOGRAPHERS TALK ABOUT THAT. HE 
STRUGGLED WITH NERVOUS PROBLEMS, DEPRESSION.  
 
IT LOOKS FROM READING HIS STORY THAT HE SUFFERED 
FROM WHAT WE WOULD CALL A FORM OF MANIC 
DEPRESSION, GIVEN TO SOME GREAT DIFFICULTY IN HIS 
LIFE.  
 
AT ONE POINT IN HIS LIFE, BY HIS OWN TESTIMONY, HE 
WAS DEPRESSED, UPSET AND FEARFUL THAT HE WAS 
UNDER THE WRATH OF GOD.  
 
HE SAID, “I FLUNG MYSELF INTO A CHAIR BY THE WINDOW 
AND THERE SAW THE BIBLE ON THE TABLE BY THE CHAIR.  
 
I OPENED IT UP AND MY EYES FELL ON ROMANS 3:25, 
WHICH SAYS OF CHRIST, “WHOM GOD HAS MADE A 
PROPITIATION THROUGH FAITH IN HIS BLOOD.”  
 
WILLIAM COWPER SAID, “THEN AND THERE, I REALIZED 
WHAT CHRIST’S BLOOD HAD ACCOMPLISHED AND I 
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REALIZED THE EFFECTS OF HIS ATONEMENT FOR ME. I 
REALIZED GOD WAS WILLING TO JUSTIFY ME AND THEN 
AND THERE I TRUSTED JESUS CHRIST AND A GREAT 
BURDEN WAS LIFTED FROM MY SOUL.”  
 
LOOKING BACK ON THAT DAY, WILLIAM COWPER WROTE 
A HYMN SEVERAL YEARS LATER THAT IS IN OUR 
HYMNBOOK TODAY. “THERE IS A FOUNTAIN FILLED WITH 
BLOOD DRAWN FROM EMMANUEL’S VEINS. AND SINNERS 
PLUNGED BENEATH THAT FLOOD LOSE ALL THEIR GUILTY 
STAIN.”  
 
I WONDER IF YOU HAVE EVER BEEN PLUNGED BENEATH 
THE FLOOD OF THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST.  
 
GOD’S SON HAS MADE PROPITIATION. HE HAS TURNED 
AWAY THE WRATH OF GOD.  
 
HE SHED HIS BLOOD AND WHAT WAS A PLACE OF 
JUDGMENT IS NOW A MERCY SEAT FOR PEOPLE LIKE YOU 
AND LIKE ME.  
 
I URGE YOU RIGHT NOW IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, TO 
RUN TO THE CROSS.  
 
CLING TO THE BLOODY CROSS OF GOLGOTHA AND THERE 
YOU WILL FIND THAT YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN AND YOU 
WILL FIND THE FORGIVENESS THAT YOU SEEK. 
 
 GOD HELP YOU TO RUN TO THE CROSS AND CLING TO 
JESUS TODAY. 
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