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THREE WAYS TO TREAT YOUR MOM 

1 TIMOTHY 5:1-2  
INTRODUCTION 

HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF SOME MOTHERS AND WHAT 
THEY COULD HAVE SAID: 
(PUT UP PICTURE’S OF MONA, HUMPTY, COLUMBUS, 
MICHELANGELO/CHAPEL CEILING, NAPOLEON, WHALE FOR 
JONAH)MONA LISA’S MOTHER:  
"AFTER ALL THAT MONEY YOUR FATHER AND I SPENT ON 
BRACES, MONA, THAT’S THE BIGGEST SMILE YOU CAN GIVE 
US?"  
HUMPTY DUMPTY’S MOTHER: "HUMPTY, IF I’VE TOLD YOU 
ONCE, I’VE TOLD YOU A HUNDRED TIMES NOT TO SIT ON THAT 
WALL. BUT WOULD YOU LISTEN TO ME? NOOOO!"  
COLUMBUS’ MOTHER: "I DON’T CARE WHAT YOU’VE 
DISCOVERED, CHRISTOPHER. YOU STILL COULD HAVE 
WRITTEN!"  
MICHELANGELO’S MOTHER: "MIKE, CAN’T YOU PAINT ON 
WALLS LIKE OTHER CHILDREN? DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA HOW 
HARD IT IS TO GET THAT STUFF OFF THE CEILING?"  
NAPOLEON’S MOTHER: "ALL RIGHT, NAPOLEON. IF YOU 
AREN’T HIDING YOUR REPORT CARD INSIDE YOUR JACKET, 
THEN TAKE YOUR HAND OUT OF THERE AND PROVE IT!"  
JONAH’S MOTHER: "THAT’S A NICE STORY, BUT NOW TELL ME 
WHERE YOU’VE REALLY BEEN FOR THE LAST THREE DAYS." 
MOTHER’S ARE SPECIAL FOLKS, AND TODAY, IS YOUR DAY.  
THERE ARE THREE WAYS TO TREAT YOUR MOTHER: 
ACCORDING TO I TIMOTHY 5:1-2, “DO NOT REBUKE AN OLDER 
MAN HARSHLY, BUT EXHORT HIM AS IF HE WERE YOUR 
FATHER. TREAT YOUNGER MEN AS BROTHERS, [2] OLDER 
WOMEN AS MOTHERS, AND YOUNGER WOMEN AS SISTERS, 
WITH ABSOLUTE PURITY. 
PAUL INSTRUCTED TIMOTHY TO REVERENTLY HONOR THE 
WOMEN IN HIS LIFE.   
MOTHERS, BOTH BIOLOGICAL AND SPIRITUAL, ARE TO BE 
SHOWN LOVE. I HOPE YOU’LL SHOW YOUR LOVE TO A SPECIAL 
WOMAN BEFORE THIS DAY IS OVER.  
HOW SHOULD YOU TREAT YOUR MOTHER? 
LET’S LOOK AT THREE WAYS WE CAN SHOW LOVE TO A 
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SPECIAL MOM TODAY. 
(I). THE FIRST WAY WE CAN SHOW LOVE TO A SPECIAL                
   MOM TODAY IS...SHOW HER HONOR. 

(A). IN THE 10 COMMANDMENTS, THE FIRST                          
               COMMANDMENT THAT ISN’T CENTRALLY GOD                
             FOCUSED IS "HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER..." 

(1). THIS SAME COMMANDED IS QUOTED                    
                            VERBATIM IN THE NEW TESTAMENT BOOK           
                         OF EPH. 6:2 "HONOR YOUR FATHER &                         
                       MOTHER..."  
 

(2). (HONOR) *IT’S THE SAME WORD PETER USED    
                             WHEN HE INSTRUCTED HUSBANDS TO IN              
                            TREATING THEIR WIVES. (I PETER 3:7 ). 

 
(3). "HUSBANDS, IN THE SAME WAY, LIVE WITH       

                              YOUR WIVES WITH UNDERSTANDING OF             
                             THEIR WEAKER NATURE YET SHOWING                
                           THEM HONOR AS CO-HEIRS OF THE GRACE             
                      OF LIFE, SO THAT YOUR PRAYERS WILL NOT              
                   BE HINDERED." (HONOR) 

(4). PAUL USES THE SAME WORD IN I TIMOTHY        
                             5:17 "THE ELDERS WHO DIRECT THE                        
                          AFFAIRS OF THE CHURCH WELL ARE                         
                       WORTHY OF DOUBLE HONOR, ESPECIALLY                
                    THOSE WHOSE WORK IS PREACHING AND                      
                 TEACHING." (HONOR) 

(5). *HONOR IN THE GREEK IS TRANSLATED AS        
                 TEE-MAY OR TIME.(B ). HOW DO YOU SHOW 
SOMEONE YOU HONOR                   THEM?  

 
(1). SPEND TIME WITH THEM. 

(a). MOTHERS HAVE POURED                              
                                          THEMSELVES INTO US. 

(b). THEY HAVE CHANGED OUR DIAPERS,       
                                      WASHED THOUSANDS OF BOTTLES &            
                                  LOADS OF CLOTHS, TAUGHT US                           
                  ABOUT A GOD WHO SENT HIS SON TO                               
              DIE FOR US.  
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(c). THEY HAVE TAKEN A HALF DOZEN           
                                         TRIPS TO THE E.R., A MILLION TRIPS           
                                       TO THE BALLFIELD, PARADES, SCOUTS        
                                     AND DANCE LESSONS.  

(d). THEY SPENT TIME WITH US! 
(2). THE TEMPTATION IN YOUNG AND MIDDLE         

                       ADULTHOOD IS TO GET BUSY IN LIFE AND                 
               WE TAKE OUR PARENTS FOR GRANTED. 
 

(3). SCRIPTURE INSTRUCTS US TO GIVE OUR              
                  MOTHERS HONOR/TIME. 
 

(a). I’M NOT SUGGESTING THAT YOU        
MOVE BACK HOME.(b). I’M SUGGESTING 
YOU CALL HOME,         VISIT HOME, EMAIL, 
CHECK ON THEIR         NEEDS.  

 
(c). THERE ARE LOTS OF GIFTS YOU CAN        

                                     GIVE THIS MOTHER DAY’S, THE                        
                     GREATEST GIFT HOWEVER IS YOUR TIME.MOTHER 
TERESA SAID, "THERE ARE MANY IN THE WORLD WHO ARE 
DYING FOR A PIECE OF BREAD, BUT THERE ARE MANY MORE 
WHO ARE DYING FOR A LITTLE LOVE."A SOME OF THOSE ARE 
MOTHERS. 

(d). I’M SUGGESTING THAT YOU SPEND           
                                 MONEY, RESOURCES ON MOM, BUT                     
                               DON’T FORGET TO GIVE HER YOUR TIME. 
SHOWING MOM HONOR IS A WAY TO SHOW YOUR LOVE, BUT 
IT’S NOT THE ONLY WAY. 
(II).  THE SECOND WAY WE CAN SHOW LOVE TO A SPECIAL         
     MOM TODAY IS...HELP HER OUT. 
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE, DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE THREE 
SONS WHO LEFT HOME, WENT OUT ON THEIR OWN AND 
PROSPERED?  
 
GETTING BACK TOGETHER, THEY DISCUSSED THE GIFTS THEY 
WERE ABLE TO GIVE THEIR ELDERLY MOTHER. 
THE FIRST SAID, "I BUILT A BIG HOUSE FOR OUR MOTHER."  
 
THE SECOND SAID, "I SENT HER A MERCEDES WITH A DRIVER."  
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THE THIRD SMILED AND SAID,"I’VE GOT YOU BOTH BEAT. YOU 
REMEMBER HOW MOM ENJOYED READING THE BIBLE? AND 
YOU KNOW SHE CAN’T SEE VERY WELL. I SENT HER A 
REMARKABLE PARROT THAT RECITES THE ENTIRE BIBLE.  
 
IT TOOK ELDERS IN THE CHURCH 12 YEARS TO TEACH HIM. 
HE’S ONE OF A KIND. MAMA JUST HAS TO NAME THE CHAPTER 
AND VERSE, AND PARROT RECITES IT." 
SOON THEREAFTER, MOM SENT OUT HER LETTERS OF THANKS: 
" 
 
MILTON", SHE WROTE, "THE HOUSE YOU BUILT IS SO HUGE. I 
LIVE IN ONLY ONE ROOM, BUT I HAVE TO CLEAN THE WHOLE 
HOUSE."  
 
"GERALD", SHE WROTE TO ANOTHER, "I AM TOO OLD TO 
TRAVEL. I STAY MOST OF THE TIME AT HOME, SO I RARELY 
USE THE MERCEDES. AND THE DRIVER IS SO RUDE!"  
 
"DEAREST DONALD", SHE WROTE TO HER THIRD SON, "YOU 
HAVE THE GOOD SENSE TO KNOW WHAT YOUR MOTHER 
LIKES. THE CHICKEN WAS DELICIOUS!" 

(B). 1 TIMOTHY 5 GIVES GUIDELINES FOR TAKING CARE 
OF THE PHYSICAL NEEDS OF WIDOWS IN THE CHURCH.  

(1). (I’M NOT GOING TO DISSECT THESE FOR YOU. 
THOUGHT IS THE CHURCH HAS SOME RESPONSIBILITY TO 
CARE FOR THE PHYSICAL NEEDS OF HER SPIRITUAL MOTHERS.) 

(2). NOT ONLY ARE WE TO BE REACHING AND 
GATHERING NEW MEMBERS-WE ARE TO BE TAKING CARE OF 
NEEDS OF ONES WE HAVE.  

(C). JESUS IS A SUPER EXAMPLE OF CARING FOR THE 
PHYSICAL NEEDS OF HIS MOTHER. 
*IN JN. 19:25/27 "NEAR THE CROSS OF JESUS STOOD HIS 
MOTHER, HIS MOTHER’S SISTER, MARY THE WIFE OF CLOPAS, 
AND MARY MAGDALENE. [26] WHEN JESUS SAW HIS MOTHER 
THERE, AND THE DISCIPLE WHOM HE LOVED STANDING 
NEARBY, HE SAID TO HIS MOTHER, "DEAR WOMAN, HERE IS 
YOUR SON," [27] AND TO THE DISCIPLE, "HERE IS YOUR 
MOTHER." FROM THAT TIME ON, THIS DISCIPLE TOOK HER 
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INTO HIS HOME."A JESUS IS DYING ON THE CROSS FOR THE  
1.  

SINS OF THE WORLD HE’S STILL NOT TO BE BUSY TO SEE TO IT 
THAT HIS MOMMA’S NEEDS ARE MET.(THE CROSS WASN’T AN 
EXCUSE FOR JESUS FOR NOT TAKING CARE OF MARY.)B 
YOU’VE GOT TO TOP THE CROSS TO IGNORE YOUR MOTHER’S 
NEEDS!T.S.: GIVE MOM YOUR HONOR, MEET HER NEEDS, AND 
THE LAST III THE THIRD WAY WE CAN SHOW LOVE TO A 
SPECIAL MOM TODAY IS...HEAR HER OUT.A MY MOTHER 
TAUGHT ME RELIGION: WHEN I SPILLED GRAPE JUICE ON THE 
CARPET, SHE INSTRUCTED, "YOU BETTER PRAY THE STAIN 
WILL COME OUT OF THE CARPET."MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME 
LOGIC: FROM HER DECISIVE WORDS, "BECAUSE I SAID SO, 
THAT’S WHY."MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME FORESIGHT: "MAKE 
SURE YOU WEAR CLEAN UNDERWEAR, IN CASE YOU’RE IN AN 
ACCIDENT."MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME IRONY: "KEEP 
LAUGHING, AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOMETHING TO CRY 
ABOUT."MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME ABOUT STAMINA: "YOU’LL 
SIT THERE ’TIL ALL THAT SPINACH IS FINISHED."MY MOTHER 
TAUGHT ME ABOUT WEATHER: "IT LOOKS AS IF A TORNADO 
SWEPT THROUGH YOUR ROOM."MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME THE 
CIRCLE OF LIFE: "I BROUGHT YOU INTO THIS WORLD, AND I 
CAN TAKE YOU OUT."MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME ABOUT 
BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION: "STOP ACTING LIKE YOUR 
FATHER!"MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME ABOUT ENVY: "THERE ARE 
MILLIONS OF LESS FORTUNATE CHILDREN IN THIS WORLD 
WHO DON’T HAVE A WONDERFUL MOM LIKE YOU DO!"B 
LISTEN TO SOLOMON (THE WISEST MAN WHO EVER LIVED) 
SAID IN PROVERBS.PR 1:8 LISTEN, MY SON, TO YOUR FATHER’S 
INSTRUCTION AND DO NOT FORSAKE YOUR MOTHER’S 
TEACHING.PR 6:20 MY SON, KEEP YOUR FATHER’S COMMANDS 
AND DO NOT FORSAKE YOUR MOTHER’S TEACHING.PR 15:20 A 
WISE SON BRINGS JOY TO HIS FATHER, BUT A FOOLISH MAN 
DESPISES HIS MOTHER.A SOLOMON SAYS "LISTEN TO YOUR 
MOTHER!!!"B PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT SHE IS SAYING.C ARE 
MOMS ALWAYS RIGHT? (NO.) (MY MOM DIDN’T WANT ME TO 
MARRY PAM. THAT’S THE HAPPIEST MOM LOOKED IN ANY OF 
THE PICTURES TAKEN OUR WEDDING DAY.)A ALTHOUGH MOM 
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WAS OFF BASE, SHE HAD MY BEST INTERESTS AT HEART.B 
CAN YOU SAY THAT ABOUT YOUR INVESTMENT BROKER OR 
BOSS AT WORK.(BROKER IS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT HIS 
COMMISSION THAN YOUR WELFARE. YOUR BOSS IS MORE 
CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR PRODUCTIVITY TO THE COMPANY 
AS HE IS YOUR HAPPINESS.)*MOM HAS YOUR BEST INTEREST 
AT HEART. AT LEAST, LISTEN TO WHAT SHE HAS TO 
SAY.CONCLUSION:PAUL INSTRUCTED TIMOTHY TO 
REVERENTLY HONOR THE WOMEN IN HIS LIFE. (ETS) 
MOTHERS, BOTH BIOLOGICAL AND SPIRITUAL, ARE TO BE 
SHOWN LOVE. (ESS)A WE’VE LOOKED AT THREE WAYS WE CAN 
SHOW LOVE TO A SPECIAL MOM TODAY.A SHOW HER HONOR B 
HELP HER OUT C HEAR HER OUTB I HOPE YOU’LL SHOW YOUR 
LOVE TO A SPECIAL WOMAN BEFORE THIS DAY IS OVER. 
(OBJ.)A MEN AND YOUNG PEOPLE, WE HAVE TWO CHOICES 
AND TWO CHOICES ONLY.B DO WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 
CONCERNING OUR MOMS OR DISHONOR THEM, DON’T WORRY 
ABOUT THEIR PHYSICAL NEEDS AND DON’T LISTEN TO A 
WORD SHE SAYS.C HOW SHOULD YOU TREAT YOUR 
MOTHER?A MOTHERS ARE LITTLE PICTURE OF GOD.RECENTLY 
I CAME ACROSS A TRUE STORY THAT HAPPENED DURING THE 
HOLOCAUST OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR. SOLOMON 
ROSENBERG, HIS WIFE AND THEIR 2 SONS WERE ARRESTED, 
TOGETHER WITH ROSENBURG’S MOTHER AND FATHER FOR 
THE CRIME OF BEING JEWS. THEY WERE PLACED IN A NAZI 
CONCENTRATION CAMP. IT WAS A LABOR CAMP, AND THE 
RULES WERE SIMPLE. "AS LONG AS YOU CAN DO YOUR WORK, 
YOU ARE PERMITTED TO LIVE. WHEN YOU BECOME TOO WEAK 
TO DO YOUR WORK, THEN YOU WILL BE EXTERMINATED." 
ROSENBERG WATCHED AS HIS MOTHER AND FATHER WERE 
MARCHED OFF TO THEIR DEATHS. HE KNEW THAT THE NEXT 
WOULD BE HIS YOUNGEST SON, DAVID - BECAUSE DAVID HAD 
ALWAYS BEEN A FRAIL CHILD. EVERY EVENING, ROSENBERG 
CAME BACK INTO THE BARRACKS AFTER EACH DAY OF HARD 
LABOR AND SEARCHED FOR THE FACES OF HIS FAMILY. WHEN 
HE FOUND THEM THEY WOULD HUDDLE TOGETHER, EMBRACE 
ONE ANOTHER AND THANK GOD FOR ANOTHER DAY OF LIFE. 
ONE DAY ROSENBERG CAME BACK AND DIDN’T SEE THOSE 
FAMILIAR FACES. HE FINALLY DISCOVERED HIS OLDEST SON, 
JOSHUA, IN A CORNER, HUDDLED, WEEPING AND PRAYING. HE 



 
 

7 

SAID, "JOSH, TELL ME IT’S NOT TRUE." JOSHUA TURNED AND 
SAID, "IT IS TRUE, DAD. TODAY DAVID WAS NOT STRONG 
ENOUGH TO DO HIS WORK. SO THEY CAME FOR HIM." "BUT 
WHERE IS YOUR MOTHER?" ASKED MR.ROSENBERG. "OH DAD," 
HE SAID, "WHEN THEY CAME FOR DAVID, HE WAS AFRAID AND 
HE CRIED. SO MUM SAID, ’THERE IS NOTHING TO BE AFRAID 
OF, DAVID,’ AND SHE TOOK HIS HAND AND WENT WITH HIM." 
THAT ILLUSTRATES A MOTHER’S LOVE-- A LOVE SO STRONG 
THAT IT CHOOSES TO GIVE UP LIFE SO HER CHILD CAN BE 
COMFORTED. THIS IS ALSO A PICTURE OF THE SACRIFICIAL 
LOVE JESUS HAS FOR US. TO KEEP US FROM FEARING DEATH, 
HE WENT BEFORE US. HE MET DEATH HEAD ON-- THEN 
RETURNED FROM THE GRAVE SO WE WOULD HAVE HOPE IN 
THE RESURRECTION. "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O 
DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?"B MATTHEW 12:46-49 
(NIV)WHILE JESUS WAS STILL TALKING TO THE CROWD, HIS 
MOTHER AND BROTHERS STOOD OUTSIDE, WANTING TO 
SPEAK TO HIM. SOMEONE TOLD HIM, "YOUR MOTHER AND 
BROTHERS ARE STANDING OUTSIDE, WANTING TO SPEAK TO 
YOU." HE REPLIED TO HIM, "WHO IS MY MOTHER, AND WHO 
ARE MY BROTHERS?" POINTING TO HIS DISCIPLES HE SAID, 
"HERE ARE MY MOTHER AND MY BROTHERS. FOR WHOEVER 
DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER IN HEAVEN IS MY BROTHER 
AND SISTER AND MOTHER."ARE YOU A PART OF THIS FAMILY? 
IF NOT, YOU CAN BE! ONCE YOU BELIEVE IN JESUS AND 
RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE YOU ARE AUTOMATICALLY MADE A 
MEMBER OF THIS FAMILY JESUS WAS TALKING ABOUT!IF 
YOU’RE ALREADY IN THE FAMILY OF GOD, COMMIT YOURSELF 
TO TREATING THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY, 
INCLUDING YOUR SPIRITUAL MOTHERS, IN THE WAYS THE 
BIBLE INSTRUCTS YOU. *HOW SHOULD YOU TREAT YOUR 
MOTHER? (WILL YOU COMMIT TO SHOW YOUR LOVE TO A 
SPECIAL WOMAN BEFORE THIS DAY IS OVER?)***NOTICE: I 
HAVE USED SERMON CENTRAL SERMONS FOR A VERY LONG 
TIME. IF THIS OR ANY OF MY SERMONS ARE SIMILAR TO A 
SERMON THAT IS ALREADY ON SERMON CENTRAL BY 
ANOTHER PASTOR OR TEACHER....CHANCES ARE I HAVE USED 
IT. ACTUALLY, THERE IS PROBABLY ABSOLUTELY NOTHING IN 
THIS SERMON THAT HASN’T BEEN PREACHED BEFORE! IF I 
USED YOUR SERMON AND HAVEN’T GIVEN YOU CREDIT, 
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1.  

PLEASE WRITE ME AND I’LL GIVE YOU CREDIT BY NAME. I 
HAVE IN NO WAY INTENTIONALLY WITHHELD CREDIT TO ANY 
WORK I’VE USED/BORROWED FROM. PLEASE NOTE THAT IF I 
HAVE "USED" YOUR WORK IT WAS BECAUSE I THOUGHT YOU 
HAD A SUPER SERMON! I PREFER TO PREACH WITH AN 
OUTLINE AND JUST REARRANGED YOUR SERMON. MY INTENT 
IS TO MAKE SERMONS RELEVANT AND EASY FOR OUTLINE 
GUYS TO USE. IF YOU USE MY WORK, FEEL FREE TO CLAIM IT. I 
DO NOT CARE!! SIMPLY REALIZE THAT I HAVE BORROWED 
FROM OTHER PREACHERS, TOO. 
1.  
 


