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“WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL MISSION OF THE CHURCH?” 

ACTS 1:8  &  MATT. 28:20 

INTRODUCTION 

THE CHURCH IS HERE FOR A DIVINE PURPOSE. I WANT US 
TO LEARN THAT PURPOSE SO THAT AS WE LIVE FROM DAY 
TO DAY WE CAN HAVE THAT PURPOSE CLEARLY AS OUR 
MOTIVE TO LIVE. 

I.  IT IS GIVEN TO US TO PREACH AND TEACH 
 THE WORD OF GOD.  

THE BIBLE TELLS US ABOUT THE POWER OF THE WORD OF 
GOD. 
 

[2 TIM. 4:2-3] “PREACH THE WORD OF GOD. BE PERSISTENT, 
WHETHER THE TIME IS FAVORABLE OR NOT. PATIENTLY 
CORRECT, REBUKE, AND ENCOURAGE YOUR PEOPLE WITH 
GOOD TEACHING. FOR A TIME IS COMING WHEN PEOPLE 
WILL NO LONGER LISTEN TO RIGHT TEACHING. THEY 
WILL FOLLOW THEIR OWN DESIRES AND WILL LOOK FOR 
TEACHERS WHO WILL TELL THEM WHATEVER THEY 
WANT TO HEAR.”  
 

[TIT 1: 9] “HE MUST HOLD FIRMLY TO THE TRUSTWORTHY 
MESSAGE AS IT HAS BEEN TAUGHT, SO THAT HE CAN 
ENCOURAGE OTHERS BY SOUND DOCTRINE AND REFUTE 
THOSE WHO OPPOSE IT.”  
 

[HEB. 4:12-13] “FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS FULL OF LIVING 
POWER. IT IS SHARPER THAN THE SHARPEST KNIFE, 
CUTTING DEEP INTO OUR INNERMOST THOUGHTS AND 
DESIRES. IT EXPOSES US FOR WHAT WE REALLY ARE. 
NOTHING IN ALL CREATION CAN HIDE FROM HIM. 
EVERYTHING IS NAKED AND EXPOSED BEFORE HIS EYES.  
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THIS IS THE GOD TO WHOM WE MUST EXPLAIN ALL THAT 
WE HAVE DONE.” 
 

THE WORD OF GOD CHANGES OUR MINDS SO THAT WE 
CAN THINK RIGHT AND LIVE RIGHT.  
 

II.  WE ARE TO PROVIDE A PLACE TO PRAY. 
 

[ISA 56:7] “THESE I WILL BRING TO MY HOLY MOUNTAIN 
AND GIVE THEM JOY IN MY HOUSE OF PRAYER. THEIR 
BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES WILL BE ACCEPTED 
ON MY ALTAR; FOR MY HOUSE WILL BE CALLED A HOUSE 
OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS."  
[MT 21:13] "IT IS WRITTEN," HE SAID TO THEM, "`MY HOUSE 
WILL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER”  

[LK 19:46] HE TOLD THEM, "THE SCRIPTURES DECLARE, 
’MY TEMPLE WILL BE A PLACE OF PRAYER,’  

[ACTS 6:4] THEN WE CAN SPEND OUR TIME IN PRAYER AND 
PREACHING AND TEACHING THE WORD."  
 

PRAYER CHANGES OUR HEARTS SO THAT WE WILL 
WORSHIP GOD. IF THIS CHURCH WERE TO SURVIVE ON 
YOUR PRAYER LIFE HOW WOULD IT BE DOING IN YOU 
ESTIMATION? 
 

III.  WE ARE TO BRING PEOPLE INTO WORSHIPPING 
 GOD  AND HIM ONLY.  
 

[ACTS 2:42, 46, 47] “THEY JOINED WITH THE OTHER 
BELIEVERS AND DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE 
APOSTLES’ TEACHING AND FELLOWSHIP, SHARING IN THE 
LORD’S SUPPER AND IN PRAYER.” EVERY DAY THEY 
CONTINUED TO MEET TOGETHER IN THE TEMPLE COURTS. 
THEY BROKE BREAD IN THEIR HOMES AND ATE TOGETHER  
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WITH GLAD AND SINCERE HEARTS, PRAISING GOD AND 
ENJOYING THE FAVOR OF ALL THE PEOPLE. AND THE 
LORD ADDED TO THEIR NUMBER DAILY THOSE WHO WERE 
BEING SAVED. 
 

[I COR 15:3-8] “CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS ACCORDING TO 
THE SCRIPTURES, THAT HE WAS BURIED, THAT HE WAS 
RAISED ON THE THIRD DAY ACCORDING TO THE 
SCRIPTURES, AND THAT HE APPEARED TO PETER, AND 
THEN TO THE TWELVE. AFTER THAT, HE APPEARED TO 
MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED OF THE BROTHERS AT THE 
SAME TIME, MOST OF WHOM ARE STILL LIVING, THOUGH 
SOME HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP. THEN HE APPEARED TO 
JAMES, THEN TO ALL THE APOSTLES, AND LAST OF ALL, HE 
APPEARED TO ME ALSO, AS TO ONE ABNORMALLY BORN.  
 

WE ARE ALL LONGING FOR A PLACE TO WORSHIP GOD 
AND THE CHURCH IS SET APART FOR THIS PURPOSE ONLY.  
 

IV.  WE ARE TO DEFEND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 
 

[JUDE 1:3] “DEARLY LOVED FRIENDS, I HAD BEEN EAGERLY 
PLANNING TO WRITE TO YOU ABOUT THE SALVATION WE 
ALL SHARE. BUT NOW I FIND THAT I MUST WRITE ABOUT 
SOMETHING ELSE, URGING YOU TO DEFEND THE TRUTH 
OF THE GOOD NEWS. GOD GAVE THIS UNCHANGING TRUTH 
ONCE FOR ALL TIME TO HIS HOLY PEOPLE.”  
 

JUDE’S ORIGINAL INTENTION WAS TO WRITE A GENERAL 
TREATMENT OF THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION, PROBABLY 
DEALING WITH SUCH SUBJECTS AS MAN’S SIN AND GUILT, 
GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS AND 
THE CHANGED LIFE-STYLE THAT FOLLOWS NEW BIRTH.  

HERE HE USED OF THE BODY OF TRUTH HELD BY 
BELIEVERS EVERYWHERE, THE GOSPEL AND ALL ITS 
CONCLUSION.  
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THIS TRUTH WAS UNDER ATTACK AND HAD TO BE 
DEFENDED. THE TRUTH HAS FINALITY AND IS NOT 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
 

[1:17] “BUT, DEAR FRIENDS, REMEMBER WHAT THE 
APOSTLES OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST FORETOLD. 
18THEY SAID TO YOU, "IN THE LAST TIMES THERE WILL BE 
SCOFFERS WHO WILL FOLLOW THEIR OWN UNGODLY 
DESIRES." 20 BUT YOU, DEAR FRIENDS, BUILD YOURSELVES 
UP IN YOUR MOST HOLY FAITH AND PRAY IN THE HOLY 
SPIRIT.  
 

[1 TIM 4:6-11] “IF YOU POINT THESE THINGS OUT TO THE 
BROTHERS, YOU WILL BE A GOOD MINISTER OF CHRIST 
JESUS, BROUGHT UP IN THE TRUTHS OF THE FAITH AND OF 
THE GOOD TEACHING THAT YOU HAVE FOLLOWED. HAVE 
NOTHING TO DO WITH GODLESS MYTHS AND OLD WIVES’ 
TALES; RATHER, TRAIN YOURSELF TO BE GODLY. FOR 
PHYSICAL TRAINING IS OF SOME VALUE, BUT GODLINESS 
HAS VALUE FOR ALL THINGS, HOLDING PROMISE FOR 
BOTH THE PRESENT LIFE AND THE LIFE TO COME. THIS IS 
A TRUSTWORTHY SAYING THAT DESERVES FULL 
ACCEPTANCE (AND FOR THIS WE LABOR AND STRIVE), 
THAT WE HAVE PUT OUR HOPE IN THE LIVING GOD, WHO 
IS THE SAVIOR OF ALL MEN, AND ESPECIALLY OF THOSE 
WHO BELIEVE. COMMAND AND TEACH THESE THINGS.  
 

V.  WE ARE TO GIVE OUT THE GOSPEL TO THE 
 WHOLE WORLD.  

[MARK 16:15-16] “AND THEN HE TOLD THEM, "GO INTO THE 
ENTIRE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOOD NEWS TO 
EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE. ANYONE WHO BELIEVES AND 
IS BAPTIZED WILL BE SAVED. BUT ANYONE WHO REFUSES 
TO BELIEVE WILL BE CONDEMNED.”  

THIS TELLS US WE HAVE JOB TO TELL EVERYONE, 
EVERYWHERE. WHAT A JOY IT IS TO CARRY THE MESSAGE 
OF SALVATION THAT SETS ONE FREE FROM SIN AND  
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BRINGS THEM INTO FELLOWSHIP WITH JESUS AND 
EVERLASTING LIFE IN HEAVEN. 
 

VI.  IT IS OUR PRIVILEGE TO BUILD UP THE CHURCH 
 AND INSTRUCT ONE ANOTHER.  

IN CONTRAST TO THE UNGODLY FALSE TEACHERS, ABOUT 
WHOM THIS LETTER SPEAKS AT LENGTH. [ACTS 20:28] 
"AND NOW BEWARE! BE SURE THAT YOU FEED AND 
SHEPHERD GOD’S FLOCK, HIS CHURCH, PURCHASED WITH 
HIS BLOOD, OVER WHOM THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS 
APPOINTED YOU AS ELDERS.  
 

[JUDE 1:20] BUT YOU, DEAR FRIENDS, MUST CONTINUE TO 
BUILD YOUR LIVES ON THE FOUNDATION OF YOUR HOLY 
FAITH. AND CONTINUE TO PRAY AS YOU ARE DIRECTED BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT.  
 

[ROMANS 8:26-27] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US IN OUR 
DISTRESS. FOR WE DON’T EVEN KNOW WHAT WE SHOULD 
PRAY FOR, NOR HOW WE SHOULD PRAY. BUT THE HOLY 
SPIRIT PRAYS FOR US WITH GROANINGS THAT CANNOT BE 
EXPRESSED IN WORDS. AND THE FATHER WHO KNOWS ALL 
HEARTS KNOWS WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING, FOR THE 
SPIRIT PLEADS FOR US BELIEVERS IN HARMONY WITH 
GOD’S OWN WILL.  
 

[GALATIANS 4:6] AND BECAUSE YOU HAVE BECOME HIS 
CHILDREN, GOD HAS SENT THE SPIRIT OF HIS SON INTO 
YOUR HEARTS, AND NOW YOU CAN CALL GOD YOUR DEAR 
FATHER.  
 

[EPH. 6:18] PRAY AT ALL TIMES AND ON EVERY OCCASION 
IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. STAY ALERT AND BE 
PERSISTENT IN YOUR PRAYERS FOR ALL CHRISTIANS 
EVERYWHERE.  
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VII.  WE ARE TO PROCLAIM THE LORD’S RETURN. 
 

[TITUS 2:12-13] “AND WE ARE INSTRUCTED TO TURN FROM 
GODLESS LIVING AND SINFUL PLEASURES.”  

THE WORD TRANSLATED "TEACHES" REFERS TO MORE 
THAN INSTRUCTION; IT INCLUDES THE WHOLE PROCESS 
OF TRAINING A CHILD--INSTRUCTION, ENCOURAGEMENT, 
CORRECTION AND DISCIPLINE.  

“WE SHOULD LIVE IN THIS EVIL WORLD WITH SELF-
CONTROL, RIGHT CONDUCT, AND DEVOTION TO GOD, 
WHILE WE LOOK FORWARD TO THAT WONDERFUL EVENT 
WHEN THE GLORY OF OUR GREAT GOD AND SAVIOR, JESUS 
CHRIST, WILL BE REVEALED.”  
 

[1 TIM 14-16] ”TO KEEP THIS COMMAND WITHOUT SPOT OR 
BLAME UNTIL THE APPEARING OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, WHICH GOD WILL BRING ABOUT IN HIS OWN 
TIME--GOD, THE BLESSED AND ONLY RULER, THE KING OF 
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS, WHO ALONE IS IMMORTAL 
AND WHO LIVES IN UNAPPROACHABLE LIGHT, WHOM NO 
ONE HAS SEEN OR CAN SEE. TO HIM BE HONOR AND MIGHT 
FOREVER. AMEN.  
 

[2 TIM 8] “NOW THERE IS IN STORE FOR ME THE CROWN OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH THE LORD, THE RIGHTEOUS 
JUDGE, WILL AWARD TO ME ON THAT DAY, AND NOT ONLY 
TO ME, BUT ALSO TO ALL WHO HAVE LONGED FOR HIS 
APPEARING. 
 

GOD IS LOOKING IN YOUR HEART TODAY AND SAYING 
THIS IS THE MISSION I GIVE YOU BECAUSE I LOVE YOU 
AND I LOVE THE WORLD.  

I PRAY GOD WILL GIVE US HEART TO DO HIS MISSION FOR 
US 

	
  


