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HAVING A RIGHT CHRISTMAS 

JOHN 1:1-5 

INTRODUCTION 
1In THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD 
WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD.  

 2THE SAME WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD.  

 3ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM; AND WITHOUT 
HIM WAS NOT ANY THING MADE THAT WAS MADE.  

 4IN HIM WAS LIFE; AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT 
OF MEN.  

 5AND THE LIGHT SHINETH IN DARKNESS; AND THE 
DARKNESS COMPREHENDED IT NOT. 

THE EMPHASIS ON GETTING CHRISTMAS RIGHT.  WE WANT IT 
WHITE AND BRIGHT.  WE WANT THE TREE, THE 
DECORATIONS, THE LIGHTS, THE EGGNOG AND THE 
PRESENTS. WE WANT EVERYONE TO BE HAPPY.  WE WANT TO 
BE ABLE TO GET AND GIVE PLENTY. WE WANT PEACE AND 
JOY TO ABOUND. 

• IN REALITY, CHRISTMAS OFTEN TURNS INTO A REAL 
HASSLE.  YOU ARE RUSHED AND PUSHED FOR TIME. 
YOU SPEND MONEY YOU DON’T HAVE FOR PEOPLE YOU 
DON’T EVEN LIKE TO ACQUIRE THINGS THEY DON’T 
EVEN WANT OR NEED.      
  

• IN OUR STRUGGLE TO GET IT RIGHT, WE OFTEN GET IT 
DEAD WRONG AND END UP MAKING OURSELVES AND 
OTHERS MISERABLE.      
  

• I BELIEVE GOD WANTS US TO GET IT RIGHT.  I BELIEVE 
THAT HE IS NOT SO INTERESTED IN OUR HAVING A 
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WHITE CHRISTMAS AS HE IS INTERESTED IN 
OUR HAVING A RIGHT CHRISTMAS.   

 

• SO, HOW CAN WE HAVE A RIGHT CHRISTMAS?  WHAT 
DO WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND AND CHANGE IN OUR 
LIVES THAT WILL ALLOW CHRISTMAS TO BE A TIME OF 
BLESSING AND WONDER INSTEAD OF BEING A TIME OF 
STRESS AND TENSION?      
  

• THIS PASSAGE REVEALS SOME INGREDIENTS THAT ARE 
ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL IF WE ARE TO HAVE A RIGHT 
CHRISTMAS.        
            

• NOW, I REALIZE THAT THIS IS NOT THE TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTMAS TEXT.  JOHN DOES NOT WRITE ABOUT 
ANGELS, SHEPHERDS, STARS OR SHEEP.  BUT, HE DOES 
SOMETHING THE OTHER GOSPEL WRITERS DO NOT DO.  
JOHN PUTS THE GREATEST CHRISTMAS DELIVERY OF 
ALL TIME INTO CONTEXT. HE TELLS US ALL WE NEED 
TO KNOW TO HAVE A RIGHT CHRISTMAS. 

I. CONSIDER THE PERSON OF CHRISTMAS   

 [V. 1-2], 1IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND 
THE  WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS  GOD.  
 2THE  SAME WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD.  

CHRISTMAS IS FILLED WITH MANY DISTRACTIONS.  
BETWEEN THE PERSONALITIES, THE PRESENTS AND THE 
PRACTICES, IT IS EASY TO FORGET THE REAL REASON FOR 
THIS DAY.  IN FACT, MANY OF THE THINGS WE DO AND 
LOVE SO ARE NOTHING MORE THAN ANCIENT PAGAN 
RITUALS AND SYMBOLS HIJACKED BY THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH.  VERSE 1 BRINGS US BACK TO THE REAL 
ESSENCE OF CHRISTMAS.) WE KNOW WHO THE WORD IS, 
[JOHN 1:14], 14AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND 
DWELT AMONG US, (AND WE BEHELD HIS GLORY, THE 
GLORY AS OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER,) 
FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH. 
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C. HE IS ETERNALLY GOD – “IN THE BEGINNING WAS 
THE WORD.” – THIS PHRASE DOES NOT IMPLY THAT       
THE WORD HAD A BEGINNING.  IT MEANS THAT THE 
WORD HAS ALWAYS EXISTED.  THE WORD “WAS” IS 
IN THE “IMPERFECT TENSE” IT SIGNIFIES “AN 
ACTION OF THE PAST THAT CONTINUES INTO THE 
PRESENT.”  IT COULD BE READ THIS WAY, “IN THE 
BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, IS THE WORD AND 
ALWAYS WILL BE THE WORD.”    
  
1. THE WORD IS ETERNAL.  HE ALWAYS HAS BEEN 

AND HE ALWAYS WILL BE.  BEFORE THERE WAS 
ANYTHING ELSE, THERE WAS THE WORD.  JESUS 
HAD HIS BIRTH IN BETHLEHEM, BUT NOT HIS 
BEGINNING. (ILL. BEFORE THERE WAS A WHEN; 
THERE WAS JESUS!    JESUS WAS NOT “PLAN B”.  
THERE NEVER WAS ANOTHER PLAN!   
   

ILLUSTRATION 

A COUPLE OF MONTHS BEFORE CHRISTMAS, THE WIFE OF A 
MAIL CARRIER WAS KILLED IN A CAR ACCIDENT.  THE 
HUSBAND WAS OVERCOME WITH GRIEF AND WAS TRYING TO 
WORK THROUGH HIS SORROW, AND HE HAD STAYED LATE AT 
HIS POST OFFICE SORTING THROUGH THE MOUNTAIN OF MAIL 
THAT ALWAYS COMES THROUGH AT CHRISTMASTIME.  HIS 
JOB THAT DAY WAS TO GO THROUGH THE MAIL THAT HAD 
BEEN LOST AND TO FIND OUT WHERE IT SHOULD BE              
RE-ROUTED. 

HE CAME ACROSS A LETTER THAT WAS ADDRESSED TO 
"SANTA CLAUS" AND HE NOTICED THAT THE ADDRESS AT THE 
TOP OF THE LETTER WAS HIS OWN ADDRESS.  SO, HE OPENED 
THE LETTER. LOOKING DOWN AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE 
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HE SAW THAT IT WAS HIS ONLY DAUGHTER'S 
SIGNATURE, AND HE READ: 

 

DEAR SANTA: 

MY MOMMY DIED TWO MONTHS AGO AND SINCE 
THEN MY DADDY HAS BEEN CRYING HIMSELF TO SLEEP 
EVERY NIGHT. HE SAYS ONLY ETERNITY WILL HEAL 
HIM. WOULD YOU PLEASE SEND A LITTLE BIT OF 
ETERNITY TO MY DAD THIS CHRISTMAS? 

B. WELL GOD NOT ONLY SENT US A LITTLE BIT OF 
ETERNITY, HE SENT US THE VERY HEART OF HEAVEN.  
AS JOHN PUT IT LATER IN HIS EPISTLE, “AND WE HAVE 
SEEN AND DO TESTIFY THAT THE FATHER SENT THE 
SON TO BE THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD,”[1 JOHN 4:14] 
  

C. HE IS EQUALLY GOD – THE WORD TRANSLATED 
“WORD” IN THIS VERSE IS THE GREEK WORD “LOGOS”.  
IT REFERS TO “SPEECH, REASONING, EXPLANATION, A 
WORD ABOUT SOMETHING.”  THAT IS WHO JESUS IS! HE 
IS CALLED THE WORD BECAUSE A WORD IS A VISIBLE 
EXPRESSION OF AN INVISIBLE THOUGHT.  JESUS IS THE 
PERFECT EXPRESSION OF WHO GOD IS! 

1. JESUS IS EVERYTHING GOD HAS EVER SAID OR 
WILL SAY.   HE IS EVERYTHING GOD IS ABOUT IN 
HUMAN FORM. [JOHN14:18] – “DECLARED” = “TO 
LEAD OUT, TO EXPLAIN,  TO NARRATE.”       
                          
  ILLUSTRATION 

WE GET THE WORD “EXEGESIS” FROM THIS WORD. JESUS IS 
THE EXPLANATION OR NARRATION OF GOD! 

THE WORD “WITH” MEANS “FACE TO FACE, OR TOWARD”.  
THIS TELLS US THAT JESUS WAS “FACE TO FACE” WITH GOD.  
IN OTHER WORDS, THAT HE IS GOD’S EQUAL.  
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THIS REMINDS US THAT THE GOD WE SERVE IS A TRIUNE 
GOD.  THERE IS ONE GOD WHO MANIFESTS HIMSELF IN THREE 
PERSONS.  THE WORD, JESUS, IS ONE OF THOSE 
MANIFESTATIONS. 

 

 

D. HE IS ESSENTIALLY GOD – THE STATEMENT “AND THE 
WORD WAS GOD”, IS THE CLEAREST STATEMENT OF 
THE DEITY OF JESUS IN THE BIBLE.  NOT ONLY IS THE 
WORD CO-ETERNAL AND CO-EQUAL WITH GOD; THE 
WORD IS GOD!  THAT IS WHY JESUS COULD SAY THE 
THINGS HE SAID, [JOHN 14:8]; [JOHN 10:30]; [JOHN 8:58]. 

ILLUSTRATION 

I CANNOT SAY “I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE”.  IT JUST ISN’T 
TRUE!  ONLY JESUS CAN SAY THAT AND BE 100% ACCURATE.  
WHEN GOD SENT HIS SON INTO THIS WORLD, [JOHN 3:16]; HE 
SENT ONE WHO WAS ETERNALLY, EQUALLY AND 
ESSENTIALLY GOD.  IN OTHER WORDS, WHEN THE ANGELS 
SAID, “UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A 
SAVIOUR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD”, [LUKE 2:11], THEY 
WERE ANNOUNCING THE BIRTH OF GOD IN HUMAN FLESH!   

ALL THROUGH HIS LIFE HE PROVED WHO HE WAS OVER AND 
OVER.  FROM “PEACE BE STILL” TO “RISE UP AND WALK” TO 
“LAZARUS COME FORTH” TO “THY SINS BE FORGIVEN THEE” 
TO “IT IS FINISHED” THE TRUTH AND POWER OF HIS DEITY 
WAS ON CONSTANT DISPLAY.  EVERY WORD, EVERY DEED, 
EVERY MIRACLE DECLARED HIM TO BE GOD.  HE ALONE IS 
THE PERSON OF CHRISTMAS! 

II. CONSIDER THE POWER OF CHRISTMAS   

 [V. 3],  3ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM; AND 
 WITHOUT  HIM WAS NOT ANY THING MADE 
THAT  WAS MADE.  
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A. IF I WERE TO ASK YOU TO TELL ME WHAT YOU 
THINK THE GREATEST MANIFESTATION OF GOD’S 
POWER IS; YOU MIGHT ALL HAVE A DIFFERENT 
ANSWER.  SOME WOULD SAY IT IS;    
           
           
       

1. CREATION,        
  

2. HIS MIRACLES,       
          

3. OTHERS WOULD TALK ABOUT THE CROSS   
  

4. AND STILL OTHERS WOULD CENTER ON THE 
RESURRECTION.       
  

5. BUT, I SUBMIT TO YOU THAT THE GREATEST 
EXPRESSION OF GOD’S POWER WAS WHEN HE 
ADDED HUMANITY TO HIS DEITY AND CAME TO 
LIVE AND DIE AMONG MEN, 

  [PHIL. 2:5-8] .  [5]   LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU,  
  WHICH WAS ALSO IN CHRIST JESUS: 
[6]WHO,    BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD, 
THOUGHT IT NOT   ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL 
WITH GOD: [7]  BUT    MADE HIMSELF OF 
NO REPUTATION, AND    TOOK UPON 
HIM THE FORM OF A SERVANT,    AND WAS 
MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN:    [8]   
AND BEING FOUND IN FASHION AS A MAN,   
 HE HUMBLED HIMSELF, AND BECAME   
  OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN THE 
DEATH OF    THE CROSS. 

6. THINK FOR A MOMENT ABOUT JUST WHO WAS 
BORN IN THAT MANGER IN BETHLEHEM.) 

C. HE IS THE MAKER OF CREATION – WHEN YOU 
CONSIDER THAT THIS VERSE TELLS US THAT JESUS; 

1. WAS THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE,   
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2. HIS BIRTH AS A BABY BECOMES 
EVEN MORE AMAZING.       
    

3. THE CREATOR OF CREATION HUMBLED 
HIMSELF AND BECAME A CREATURE IN 
CREATION!        
         
         
       

4. GOD BECAME DEPENDENT UPON A HUMAN 
MOTHER.         
  

5. JESUS, WHO WAS THE AGENT OF CREATION, 
STEPPED OUT OF ETERNITY, LAID ASIDE HIS 
GLORY AND ENTERED THIS WORLD AS A 
HUMAN BABY!        
   

6. THAT IS THE POWER BEHIND CHRISTMAS! 
  

7. THAT IS WHY THIS SEASON IS NOT ABOUT TREES 
AND TINSEL; PACKAGES AND PARTIES; BOWS 
AND BOXES, OR MEALS AND MISTLETOE.    
  

8. THIS SEASON IS ABOUT HIM!     
   

9. HE  IS THE MAKER OF CREATION!   
  

10. HE IS THE MASTER OF CREATION – NOT ONLY 
DID HE MAKE THIS UNIVERSE, BUT HE IS THE 
POWER THAT HOLDS IT ALL TOGETHER,  

  [COL. 1:16-17];   [16]”FOR BY HIM WERE ALL  
  THINGS CREATED, THAT ARE IN HEAVEN, 
AND    THAT ARE IN EARTH, VISIBLE AND 
INVISIBLE,    WHETHER THEY BE 
THRONES, OR DOMINIONS,    OR 
PRINCIPALITIES, OR POWERS: ALL THINGS   
 WERE CREATED BY HIM, AND FOR HIM:  [17]   
  AND HE IS BEFORE ALL THINGS, AND BY 
HIM    ALL THINGS CONSIST.” 
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C. THAT IS WHAT THE WORD “CONSIST” 
MEANS.  AS ONE MAN PUT IT, HE IS “THE GLUE OF THE 
GALAXIES”.  HE MADE IT AND HE HOLDS IT ALL 
TOGETHER TOO! 

ILLUSTRATION 

THINK OF IT THIS WAY, MAN CAN'T REALLY MAKE ANYTHING 
THAT RUNS AS IT SHOULD.  BUT, TAKE A LOOK AT OUR 
GREAT PLANET AND REALIZE THAT IT DOES NOT TRAVEL IN A 
TRUE CIRCLE; IT TRAVELS IN THREE DIRECTIONS AT THE 
SAME TIME.  IT REVOLVES ON ITS AXIS; IT TRAVELS AROUND 
THE SUN; AND IT'S PATH IS DEFLECTED BY OTHER PLANETS.  
STILL IT DOES NOT LOSE MORE THAN ONE ONE HUNDREDTH 
OF A SECOND EVERY ONE HUNDRED YEARS.  WE CAN ONLY 
SAY THAT JESUS IS IN CONTROL. 

THEN WE LOOK AT THE BUILDING BLOCK OF THIS UNIVERSE 
WHICH IS AN ATOM, AN ENTITY SO SMALL THAT EACH ATOM 
IS LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED FIFTY MILLIONTH OF AN INCH IN 
DIAMETER.  IF YOU COULD TAKE THE MOLECULES OF A 
SINGLE DROP OF WATER, CONVERT THEM INTO GRAINS OF 
SAND, THERE WOULD BE ENOUGH SAND TO BUILD A 
CONCRETE HIGHWAY HALF A MILE WIDE AND ONE FOOT 
THICK ALL THE WAY FROM NEW YORK TO SAN FRANCISCO. 
AND, THERE ARE 120 DROPS OF WATER IN A SINGLE 
TEASPOON!      

COMBINE THAT WITH THE FACT THAT ONE CELL FROM YOUR 
BODY CONTAINS 200 BILLION MOLECULES OF ATOMS.  
WHETHER YOU LOOK AT THE UNIVERSE WITH A TELESCOPE 
AND SEE HOW BIG IT IS, OR YOU LOOK AT THIS UNIVERSE 
WITH A MICROSCOPE AND SEE HOW SMALL IT IS.  WHEN YOU 
SEE THE ORDER, THE SYMMETRY, THE HARMONY, THE 
BEAUTY OF ALL THAT IS, ONLY A FOOL WOULD FAIL TO 
CONCLUDE GOD DID IT, AND THAT GOD IS IN CONTROL.) 

WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN?  IT MEANS THAT GOD IS IN 
CONTROL THIS CHRISTMAS!  IT MAY LOOK LIKE THE WORLD 
IS SPINNING OUT OF CONTROL, BUT IT ISN’T.  IT IS ALL IN THE 
HANDS OF HE WHO MADE IT AND ALL THINGS ARE WORKING 
TOWARD THE PURPOSE TO WHICH HE DESIGNED THEM! 
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THE ONE WHO MADE IT ALL AND CONTROLS IT ALL WAS 
BORN INTO THIS WORLD 2,000 YEARS AGO AS A HELPLESS 
INFANT.  HE LIVED HERE IN POVERTY AND REJECTION ONLY 
TO DIE A HORRIBLE DEATH ON A CROSS.  HE DID ALL OF THIS 
BECAUSE HE LOVED YOU, [ROM. 5:8].  ”BUT GOD 
COMMENDETH HIS LOVE TOWARD US, IN THAT, WHILE WE 
WERE YET SINNERS, CHRIST DIED FOR US.” 

 

SO, WHAT IS THE POWER OF CHRISTMAS?  IS IT A FAT MAN IN 
A RED SUIT TAKING TOYS TO ALL THE GOOD LITTLE 
CHILDREN?  IS IT A RED-NOSED REINDEER OR A MAGICAL 
SNOWMAN?  IS IT ELVES, PRESENTS, HUGE MEALS AND 
FAMILY GET TOGETHERS? NO!  THE POWER OF CHRISTMAS IS 
GOD IN A MANGER!  THAT IS THE POWER OF CHRISTMAS!  
THAT IS THE REASON WE CELEBRATE THIS DAY.  THAT IS THE 
ESSENCE OF THIS WHOLE SEASON!   

III. CONSIDER THE PURPOSE OF CHRISTMAS   

 [V. 4-5] “IN HIM WAS LIFE; AND THE LIFE WAS THE 
 LIGHT OF MEN.  5AND THE LIGHT SHINETH IN 
 DARKNESS; AND THE DARKNESS COMPREHENDED IT 
 NOT.” 

A. THE QUESTION THAT BEGS TO BE ASKED IS “WHY”.  
WHY DID THE CREATOR DESIRE TO BECOME A PART 
OF HIS CREATION?  WHY DID GOD PUT ON HUMAN 
FLESH AND WALK AMONG MEN?  WHY DID HE COME 
INTO THIS WORLD TO LIVE AND TO DIE?  WHAT IS 
THE PURPOSE OF CHRISTMAS?)    
   

B. HE CAME TO BRING LIFE INTO DEADNESS – WHEN 
JESUS CAME INTO THIS WORLD, HE ENTERED A WORLD 
FILLED WITH DEAD MEN.  BUT, THESE DEAD MEN 
DON’T KNOW THAT THEY ARE DEAD.   

ILLUSTRATION 

A FARMER YEARS AGO WAS TRYING TO TEACH HIS SON THE 
WAYS OF LIFE ON A FARM.  SO, HE TOOK HIS SON OUT TO THE 
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HEN HOUSE, GRABBED A CHICKEN AND SAID, "SON, 
YOUR MAMA WANTS A CHICKEN FOR DINNER, SO YOU KNOW 
WHAT WE HAVE TO DO."  WITH THAT HE CUT THE CHICKEN'S 
HEAD OFF, AND THE CHICKEN BEGAN TO FLOP AROUND ON 
THE GROUND.  WELL, THE LITTLE BOY'S EYES GOT WIDE WITH 
AMAZEMENT, AND HE SAID, "DADDY, LOOK AT THAT.  THAT 
CHICKEN IS DEAD AND DON’T EVEN KNOW IT."  THAT IS 
EXACTLY THE WAY LOST PEOPLE ARE,   

 

[EPH. 2:1-3.] “AND YOU HATH HE QUICKENED, WHO 
WERE DEAD IN TRESPASSES AND SINS;  

 2WHEREIN IN TIME PAST YE WALKED ACCORDING TO 
THE COURSE OF THIS WORLD, ACCORDING TO THE 
PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR, THE SPIRIT 
THAT NOW WORKETH IN THE CHILDREN OF 
DISOBEDIENCE:  

 3AMONG WHOM ALSO WE ALL HAD OUR 
CONVERSATION IN TIMES PAST IN THE LUSTS OF 
OUR FLESH, FULFILLING THE DESIRES OF THE 
FLESH AND OF THE MIND; AND WERE BY NATURE 
THE CHILDREN OF WRATH, EVEN AS OTHERS. 

C. JESUS CAME SO THAT DEAD MEN COULD LIVE! 
WHEN A DEAD LOST MAN MEETS JESUS, HE PASSES 
FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE, [JOHN 5:24]  “VERILY, 
VERILY, I  SAY UNTO YOU, HE THAT HEARETH MY 
WORD, AND BELIEVETH ON HIM THAT SENT ME, 
HATH EVERLASTING LIFE, AND SHALL NOT COME 
INTO CONDEMNATION; BUT IS PASSED FROM 
DEATH UNTO LIFE”.       
     

D.  WHEN THAT DEAD MAN BECOMES ALIVE IN JESUS, 
EVERYTHING IN HIS LIFE CHANGES, [2 COR. 5:17] 
17THEREFORE IF ANY MAN BE IN CHRIST, HE IS A 
NEW CREATURE: OLD THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY; 
BEHOLD, ALL THINGS ARE BECOME NEW.    
     

E. ALL MEN NEED TO REALIZE THAT: 
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1. JESUS IS THE STRENGTH OF 
EARTHLY LIFE – WE ARE ALIVE TODAY ONLY BY 
HIS GOOD GRACE, HE MAKES LIFE POSSIBLE!	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
      [JOB 1:21]. 21AND SAID, NAKED CAME I OUT 
OF MY MOTHER'S WOMB, AND NAKED SHALL I 
RETURN THITHER: THE LORD GAVE, AND THE 
LORD HATH TAKEN AWAY; BLESSED BE THE 
NAME OF THE LORD.      
         
         
         
   

 

2. JESUS IS THE SECRET OF EFFECTIVE LIFE – IT 
HAS BEEN SAID THAT “THREE THINGS MAKE 
LIFE WORTH LIVING:     
  

a. A SELF FIT TO LIVE WITH;  
b. A FAITH FIT TO LIVE BY; 
c.  AND A PURPOSE FIT TO LIVE FOR.”    

   
3. ONLY JESUS CHRIST CAN GIVE YOU ALL THREE, 

[JOHN 10:10]  “THE THIEF COMETH NOT, BUT 
FOR TO STEAL, AND TO KILL, AND TO 
DESTROY: I AM COME THAT THEY MIGHT 
HAVE LIFE, AND THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE IT 
MORE ABUNDANTLY”.  HE GIVES LIVE AND HE 
GIVES IT ABUNDANTLY!    

a. THE WORD “ABUNDANTLY” MEANS 
“SUPERIOR, EXTRAORDINARY, 
SURPASSING, UNCOMMON”.     
  

b. THAT IS THE KIND OF LIFE HE CAME TO 
GIVE!  HE GIVES LIFE PURPOSE!  
       

4. JESUS IS THE SOURCE OF ETERNAL LIFE – 
THOSE WHO KNOW JESUS BY FAITH WILL LIVE 
ETERNALLY,       
  

5.  [JOHN 11:25-26];  25JESUS SAID UNTO HER, I 
AM THE RESURRECTION, AND THE LIFE: HE 
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THAT BELIEVETH IN 
ME, THOUGH HE WERE DEAD, YET SHALL HE 
LIVE:  26AND WHOSOEVER LIVETH AND 
BELIEVETH IN ME SHALL NEVER DIE. 
BELIEVEST THOU THIS?    
     

6. [JOHN 3:16].  FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, 
THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, 
THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM 
SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE 
EVERLASTING LIFE .	
   	
   	
    

7. HE MAKES LIFE PERMANENT! 

 

 

ILLUSTRATION 

REAL LIVING IS MORE THAN WALKING, TALKING, EATING, 
BREATHING, LOVING, ETC.  REAL LIFE, ABUNDANT LIFE, 
JOYFUL LIFE IS FOUND IN KNOWING GOD THROUGH HIS SON, 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, [1 JOHN 5:12.] 

12HE THAT HATH THE SON HATH LIFE; AND HE THAT 
HATH NOT THE SON OF GOD HATH NOT LIFE. 

F. HE CAME TO BRING LIGHT INTO DARKNESS – NOW 
A PERSON WHO DOES NOT KNOW JESUS IS MORE 
THAN JUST SPIRITUALLY DEAD.  HE IS ALSO 
SPIRITUALLY DARKENED!  JESUS CAME TO CHANGE 
ALL THAT!  HE SAID, “I AM THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD: HE THAT FOLLOWETH ME SHALL NOT 
WALK IN DARKNESS, BUT SHALL HAVE THE LIGHT 
OF LIFE,” JOHN 8:12.  JESUS CAME TO DELIVER THE 
LOST FROM THEIR DARKNESS AND TO BRING THEM 
INTO HIS GLORIOUS LIGHT:`     
   

1. “FOR YE WERE SOMETIMES DARKNESS, BUT NOW 
ARE YE LIGHT IN THE LORD: WALK AS CHILDREN 
OF LIGHT:” [EPH. 5:8]     
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2. “TO OPEN THEIR EYES, AND TO 
TURN THEM FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT, AND 
FROM THE POWER OF SATAN UNTO GOD, THAT 
THEY MAY RECEIVE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, AND 
INHERITANCE AMONG THEM WHICH ARE 
SANCTIFIED BY FAITH THAT IS IN ME.” [ACTS 
26:18]        
         

3. “WHO HATH DELIVERED US FROM THE POWER 
OF DARKNESS, AND HATH TRANSLATED US INTO 
THE KINGDOM OF HIS DEAR SON:” [COL. 1:13]  

 

     

G. JESUS CAME INTO THIS WORLD TO BRING LIGHT INTO 
OUR SPIRITUAL DARKNESS!  JUST AS HE STOOD IN THE 
DARKNESS OF CREATION AND SAID, “LET THERE BE 
LIGHT”; THERE WAS A DAY WHEN HE STOOD IN THE 
COLD DARKNESS OF MY HEART AND BROUGHT LIGHT 
TO MY SOUL.  LISTEN TO HOW PAUL SAID IT IN   
  

1. [2 COR. 4:6], “FOR GOD, WHO COMMANDED THE 
LIGHT TO SHINE OUT OF DARKNESS, HATH 
SHINED IN OUR HEARTS, TO GIVE THE LIGHT OF 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE 
FACE OF JESUS CHRIST.”    
  

H. WHAT IS SAD IS THAT THE WORLD STUMBLES BLINDLY 
IN THE DARK SEEKING LIGHT IN ALL THE WRONG 
PLACES.  

ILLUSTRATION 

I HEARD ABOUT A DRUNK THAT WAS DOWN ON ALL FOURS 
LATE ONE NIGHT UNDER A STREET LIGHT.  HE WAS GROPING 
AROUND ON THE GROUND, FEELING THE CEMENT, TRYING TO 
FIND SOMETHING.  A FRIEND WALKED UP TO HIM AND SAID, 
"SAM, WHAT ARE YOU DOING  THERE?" HE SAID, "WELL, I'VE 
LOST MY WALLET.”  SO THIS FRIEND GETS DOWN ON HIS 
HANDS AND KNEES AND THEY BOTH START LOOKING FOR 
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THIS MAN'S WALLET.  NEITHER ONE CAN FIND IT, 
AND FINALLY THE FRIEND SAYS TO HIS DRUNK BUDDY: "ARE 
YOU SURE YOU LOST THE WALLET HERE?" "WELL NO.  IN 
FACT, I DROPPED IT A HALF A BLOCK BACK OVER THERE." 
"WELL THEN WHY ARE WE LOOKING HERE?" "BECAUSE 
THERE'S NO STREET LIGHT OVER THERE.") 

I. THAT IS JUST WHAT THE LOST WORLD DOES WITH THE 
LIGHT.  THEY REJECT IT WHEN IT COMES THEIR WAY, 
[JOHN 3:19], “AND THIS IS THE CONDEMNATION, THAT 
LIGHT IS COME INTO THE WORLD, AND MEN LOVED 
DARKNESS RATHER THAN LIGHT, BECAUSE THEIR 
DEEDS WERE EVIL.”   

 

J. THE WORD “COMPREHENDED” IN [VERSE 5] MEANS “TO 
LAY HOLD ON; TO CLAIM FOR ONESELF.”    
  

K. AND, THEY DO WORSE THAN THAT!  THE LOST WORLD 
IS ACTIVELY TRYING TO QUENCH THE LIGHT TO 
PREVENT IT FROM SHINING ANYWHERE.  BUT, I HAVE 
NEWS FOR THEM!  THE LIGHT THAT HAS SHONE 
BRIGHTLY FROM ETERNITY PAST; THE LIGHT THAT 
GLEAMED IN BETHLEHEM’S MANGER; THE LIGHT THAT 
SHONE FOR 33 YEARS WHILE JESUS WALKED THIS 
EARTH; THE LIGHT THAT FLICKERED BRIEFLY AT 
CALVARY, BUT BLAZED FORTH AT THE ENTRANCE TO 
AN EMPTY TOMB WILL CONTINUE TO LIGHT THE 
PATHWAY TOWARD ETERNITY FOR ALL THOSE WHO 
DESIRE TO FOLLOW HIM! 

ILLUSTRATION 

MOST FOLKS ARE ALL MESSED UP WHEN IT COMES TO WHAT 
THEY THINK CHRISTMAS IS ALL ABOUT.  THEIR PRIMARY 
CONCERN IS IN GIVING THE PERFECT GIFT.  YOU KNOW, ONLY 
GOD CAN DO THAT!  ONLY GOD COULD GIVE THE PERFECT 
GIFT.  AND, THAT IS JUST WHAT HE DID WHEN HE SENT JESUS 
INTO THIS WORLD.  HE GAVE US HIS SON JESUS, THE 
GREATEST GIFT.  HE GAVE JESUS TO BE LIFE FOR OUR DEAD 
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SOULS AND LIGHT TO OUR DARKENED HEARTS.  HE 
GAVE HIS ALL WHEN HE GAVE US HIS SON! 

CONCLUSION 

L. ARE YOU GOING TO HAVE A RIGHT CHRISTMAS?  YOU 
CAN, BUT ONLY IF JESUS IS AT THE CENTER OF 
EVERYTHING YOU DO!  HERE IS HOW YOU CAN 
GUARANTEE YOURSELF A RIGHT CHRISTMAS THIS 
YEAR: 

 

 

 

1. BE SURE THAT YOU ARE SAVED; THAT YOU 
KNOW HIM; THAT YOU HAVE PASSED FROM 
DEATH UNTO LIFE.     
  

2. BE SURE THIS DAY IS ABOUT HIM AND NOT 
ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE.     
  

3. BE SURE TO GIVE HIM THE GLORY HE IS DUE 
TODAY AND EVERYDAY. 

HAS HE SPOKEN TO YOUR HEART TODAY?  IF SO, THIS ALTAR 
IS OPEN FOR ANYTHING FROM SALVATION TO SUPPLICATION 
TO SURRENDER TO THANKSGIVING.  

 

 


