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HOW YOU CAN PASS WITH ALL F’S 

MARK 2:1-12  
INTRODUCTION 

 

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO SUCCEED IN LIFE? THERE ARE 
MANY THINGS THAT ARE NECESSARY INGREDIENTS FOR US 
TO LIVE LIVES THAT ARE REWARDING, MEANINGFUL AND 
FULFILLING.  

TODAY I WOULD JUST LIKE TO ADDRESS THREE THAT I 
FEEL SHOULD BE AT THE TOP OF EVERYONE'S LIST. I CALL 
THEM THE THREE F'S.  

I.  SUCCESS IN LIFE REQUIRES “FRIENDS”  
 

A. OUR STORY BEGINS WITH JESUS’ FAME 
BEGINNING TO SPREAD, ESPECIALLY AFTER THE 
LEPER TOLD PEOPLE THAT HE WAS A MIRACLE 
HEALER.  

1. AND SO, A FEW DAYS LATER, WHEN JESUS 
AGAIN ENTERED CAPERNAUM, THE 
PEOPLE HEARD THAT HE HAD COME 
HOME.  

2. SO MANY GATHERED THAT THERE WAS 
NO ROOM LEFT, NOT EVEN OUTSIDE THE 
DOOR, AND HE PREACHED THE WORD TO 
THEM.  

3. SOME MEN CAME, BRINGING TO HIM A 
PARALYTIC, CARRIED BY FOUR OF THEM.  

4. THE FOCUS OF THE STORY IS MAINLY ON 
THIS LAST PHRASE, THE PARALYTIC AND 
JESUS HEALING HIM.  
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B. BUT I WANT TO FOCUS FOR A MOMENT ON HIS 
FRIENDS.  

1. THEY DIDN’T LIKE TO SEE THEIR FRIEND 
LAY THERE UNABLE TO MOVE.  

2. THEY WANTED HIM TO HAVE A BETTER 
LIFE, SO THEY TOOK HIM TO JESUS.  

3. I DON’T KNOW HOW BIG THIS PARALYTIC 
HAD BECOME FROM INACTIVITY, BUT IT 
TOOK FOUR OF THEM TO CARRY HIM ON 
A MAT TO GET TO JESUS.  

4. WHEN THEY GOT TO THE HOUSE WHERE 
JESUS WAS, THEY COULD NOT GET HIM 
TO JESUS BECAUSE OF THE CROWD. SO 
WHAT DID THEY DO?  

5. THEY MADE AN OPENING IN THE ROOF 
ABOVE JESUS AND, AFTER DIGGING 
THROUGH IT, LOWERED THE MAT THE 
PARALYZED MAN WAS LYING ON.  

6. PALESTINIAN HOUSES WERE BUILT WITH 
FLAT ROOFS AND OUTSIDE STAIRS UP TO 
THE ROOFS.  

7. THE ROOFS WERE CONSTRUCTED OF 
TILES AND COVERED WITH SOD.  

8. THESE MEN WERE DETERMINED TO GET 
THEIR FRIEND TO JESUS, SO THEY 
CARRIED HIM UP STAIRS, GOT THEIR 
FINGERS DIRTY AND DUG THROUGH THE 
SOD AND AND LOWERED HIM DOWN TO 
JESUS. 

C. IF WE WANT TO LIVE HEALTHY LIVES, WE NEED 
TO GET AN F ON OUR REPORT CARDS. THE F IS 
FOR FRIENDS.  

1. NO MATTER HOW WE LIVE OUR LIVES, 
WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TIMES WHEN 
WE ARE IN NEED.  
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2. WE MAY BE PHYSICALLY SICK, 
SPIRITUALLY SICK, EMOTIONALLY SICK 
AND WITHOUT FRIENDS TO HELP US, OUR 
POTENTIAL FOR HEALING IS GREATLY 
DIMINISHED. 

D. THIS WHOLE STORY AND THE MIRACULOUS 
HEALING THAT TOOK PLACE WAS BROUGHT 
ABOUT BY THE FRIENDS THIS PARALYTIC HAD.  

1. WHEN IT SAYS JESUS SAW THEIR FAITH, 
WE KNOW THESE ARE NOT JUST HIRED 
HANDS, THESE ARE FRIENDS WHO WANT 
THEIR FRIEND HEALED AND WILL DO 
WHAT IT TAKES TO HELP HIM GET THIS 
HEALING. 

E. IT IS BECAUSE OF FRIENDS THAT THESE 
MIRACLES STILL HAPPEN TODAY, EVERY DAY.  

1. MANY OF YOU SITTING HERE TODAY ARE 
WALKING MIRACLES.  

2. SOME OF YOU WERE DESTROYED BY 
HATE, CAUGHT IN A WEB OF HABITUAL 
SINS.  

3. SOME OF YOU WERE ALCOHOLICS, DRUG 
ADDICTS, THIEVES.  

4. SOME OF YOU LOOKED GOOD ON THE 
OUTSIDE, BUT WERE FULL OF SICKNESS 
ON THE INSIDE.  

5. YET ON A SPECIAL APPOINTED DAY, A 
FRIEND INVITED YOU TO CHURCH OR 
TALKED TO YOU ABOUT GOD, AND GOD 
TOUCHED YOU AND YOU WERE HEALED. 
YOU BECAME BORN AGAIN. 

F.  
F. SOME OF YOU WERE SCARRED AND 
SINFULLY TWISTED . YET SOMEONE 
CARRIED YOU TO CHRIST.  
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1. AS A RESULT YOUR LIFE CHANGED.  

2. A MIRACLE TOOK PLACE.  

3. THAT MAN OR WOMAN SITTING ACROSS 
FROM US THAT IS A KIND, LOVING, 
SERVING, FORGIVING MAN AND A 
FAITHFUL FOLLOWER OF CHRIST WAS 
ONCE A PARALYZED MAN, BUT A FRIEND 
REACHED OUT TO HIM AND A MIRACLE 
TOOK PLACE.  

4. SOME OF YOU WERE MAKING BAD 
CHOICES AND HEADING DOWN A ROAD 
TO DESTRUCTION, UNTIL A FRIEND CAME 
ALONG AND HELPED YOU OUT. 

G.  
G. DO WE HAVE FRIENDS LIKE THIS IN 
OUR LIVES?  

1. DO WE HAVE PEOPLE WHO WOULD 
CARRY US TO SEE JESUS IF WE WERE IN 
NEED?  

2. DO WE HAVE FRIENDS WHO WOULD 
COME TO OUR HOUSE AND PRAY FOR US 
IF WE WERE SICK?  

3. DO WE HAVE FRIENDS THAT LOVE US 
ENOUGH TO TALK TO US, WHEN THEY 
SEE US MAKING BAD DECISIONS?  

4. FRIENDSHIP IS A VALUABLE THING, AND 
WE CANNOT BE HEALTHY IF WE DON’T 
HAVE FRIENDS.  

5. WE WERE MADE TO BE SOCIAL PEOPLE, 
WE NEED TO HAVE GOOD 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS, STRONG 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS IF WE 
WANT TO LIVE HEALTHY AND FULL 
LIVES.  

6. IT IS NOT AN OPTION. 
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H.  
H. HOW CAN WE GO ABOUT MAKING 
FRIENDS?  

1. WELL TO BE SURE IT IS HARD AND IT 
TAKES A LOT OF TIME AND ENERGY.  

2. YOU DON’T MAKE LIFE-LONG FRIENDS IN 
A WEEK.  

3. WE HAVE TO BE COMMITTED TO MAKING 
FRIENDS WITH PEOPLE.  

4. THIS IS WHY AT VINEYARD WE ARE SO 
COMMITTED TO ENCOURAGING ALL OF 
YOU TO GET INVOLVED IN A SMALL 
GROUP.  

5. WE WANT TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO MEET 
PEOPLE AND MAKE FRIENDS, 
ESPECIALLY CHRISTIAN FRIENDS.  

6. WE ALL NEED PEOPLE IN OUR LIVES 
THAT CARE ENOUGH ABOUT US TO BE 
THERE WHEN WE ARE IN NEED.  

7. IT IS TOO LATE TO TRY TO MAKE 
FRIENDS ONCE WE ARE IN NEED. 

I.  
I. THE NEXT QUESTION TO ASK 
OURSELVES IS, “ARE WE A FRIEND LIKE 
THIS TO SOMEONE ELSE?”  

1.  I WANT YOU TO THINK FOR A MINUTE 
ABOUT THE PEOPLE IN YOUR LIFE, WHAT 
IF THEY WERE LIKE THAT THAT 
PARALYTIC, PHYSICALLY OR 
SPIRITUALLY.  

2. MAYBE THEY’VE BEEN PARALYZED WITH 
GUILT, OVER THE DIVORCE THEY WENT 
THROUGH OR PARALYZED WITH GUILT 
OVER THE BAD CHOICES THEY HAVE 
MADE.  
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3. MAYBE THEY’RE PARALYZED WITH 
LAZINESS, NOT WANTING ANYTHING OUT 
OF LIFE BUT LUXURIES.  

4. IT COULD BE A PARALYZATION OF 
INDIFFERENCE.  

5. THE POINT I’M MAKING IS THAT THEY 
ARE PARALYZED. YOU CAN’T EXPECT 
THEM TO MAKE IT TO CHRIST ON THEIR 
OWN. THEY NEED YOUR HELP.  

6. UNFORTUNATELY, HOW OFTEN DO WE 
APPROACH SUCH SITUATIONS WITH A 
MORE HANDS OFF APPROACH.  

7. YOU KNOW SOMEONE IS HAVING 
PROBLEMS IN THEIR MARRIAGE OR 
THEIR WORK, AND THEY NEED SOME 
HOPE, SOME LIGHT IN THEIR LIVES, BUT 
YOU SAY TO YOURSELF, “I DON’T WANT 
TO GET INVOLVED.” OR YOU SAY, “I 
DON’T HAVE THE TIME, I HAVE ENOUGH 
PROBLEMS OF MY OWN.”  

8. YOU THINK TO YOURSELF, “THERE’S NO 
WAY I’LL BE ABLE TO HELP.” 

J.  
J. BRINGING PEOPLE TO CHRIST TAKES 
WORK.  

1. BEING A FRIEND TAKES WORK.  

2. YOU MIGHT NEED TO GET YOUR FINGERS 
DIRTY.  

3. YOU MIGHT NEED TO DO SOME HEAVY 
LIFTING.  

4. YOU WILL HAVE PLENTY OF OBSTACLES. 

K.  
K. THE FOUR MEN COULD HAVE FOUND A 
LOT OF EXCUSES NOT TO BRING THEIR 
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FRIEND TO CHRIST, HE WAS TOO BUSY, 
THEY WERE TOO BUSY, THERE WAS NO 
ROOM, HE WAS TOO HEAVY, BUT THEY 
DIDN’T.  

1. THEY RECOGNIZED A NEED AND THEY 
ZEALOUSLY SOUGHT TO GET HIM TO 
CHRIST.  

2. GOOD FRIENDSHIPS ARE ABLE TO 
OVERCOME OBSTACLES TO HELPING ONE 
ANOTHER.  

3. THEY STICK IT OUT UNTIL HELP 
ARRIVES. 

L.  
L. ONE MORE THOUGHT IS THAT THESE 
MEN COULD NOT HAVE HELPED THEIR 
FRIEND IF THEY WERE NOT HEALTHY 
THEMSELVES.  

1. THIS IS TRUE FOR US. IF WE WANT TO 
HELP OTHERS THE FIRST THING TO 
MAKE SURE OF IS OUR OWN HEALTH, 
ESPECIALLY SPIRITUALLY.  

2. WE CAN’T GIVE PEOPLE SOMETHING WE 
DON’T HAVE.  

3. WHAT KIND OF RELATIONSHIP DO YOU 
HAVE WITH CHRIST?  

4. THERE WILL COME A TIME WHERE YOU 
ARE NEEDED TO HELP SOMEONE 
SPIRITUALLY, IT HAPPENS TO US ALL, 
THE QUESTION TO ASK OURSELVES IS, 
“WILL WE BE HEALTHY ENOUGH TO 
HELP THEM?” 

II. SUCCESSFUL LIVING REQUIRES “FAITH” 
A.  

A. WE ARE TOLD THAT JESUS “SAW THEIR 
FAITH.”  
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1.  I BELIEVE THIS WOULD BE IN REFERENCE TO 

THE FAITH OF THE PARALYTIC AND HIS 
FRIENDS. 

 
 

B. THOSE FOUR MEN WOULD NEVER HAVE 
BROUGHT THE PARALYTIC IF THEY FELT JESUS 
WOULD DO NOTHING.  

 
1. IF YOU BRING FRIENDS TO HEAR GOD’S 

WORD, THINGS WILL CHANGE.  
 

2. THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL GIVE THEM 
SPIRITUAL LIFE. HE WILL GIVE THEM 
CONFIDENCE AND HOPE. 

 

 
C. IF WE WANT TO LIVE HEALTHY LIVES, WE NEED 

ANOTHER F ON OUR REPORT CARDS, WE NEED AN 
“F” FOR FAITH.      
   

D. FAITH IS AN ACTION VERB. IT CAN BE SEEN.  
 

A. IF I SAY I “BELIEVE IN THIS CHAIR” BUT I 
DON’T SIT IN IT, THEN DO I REALLY 
BELIEVE IN IT.  

 
B. MANY PEOPLE SAY THAT THEY BELIEVE 

IN GOD, WHAT THEY REALLY MEAN IS 
THAT THEY RECOGNIZE THAT HE MUST 
EXIST SOMEWHERE.  

 
C. BUT DO THEY REALLY BELIEVE IN HIM?  

 
D. TO BELIEVE AND TO HAVE FAITH IS TO 

RELY ON TRUST IN ADHERE TO. THE 
EPISTLE WRITTEN BY JAMES SAYS THAT 
WE SHOW OUR FAITH BY OUR WORKS. 

 
E. THESE MEN HAD FAITH, HOW DO WE KNOW?  
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1. LOOK AT THEIR ACTIONS.  

 
2. THEY DID SOMETHING ABOUT THEIR 

FAITH.  
 

3. THEY ACTED ON THEIR BELIEF. WHAT 
ABOUT YOU?  

 
4. DO YOU BELIEVE IN THE EXISTENCE OF 

JESUS OR DO WE REALLY TRUST IN HIM, 
RELY ON HIM?      
  

5. DO YOU ACT ON THAT FAITH?  
 

6. IT IS GOOD TO SAY, “I GO TO CHURCH ON 
SUNDAY,’ BUT WHAT ABOUT MONDAY 
THROUGH SATURDAY?  

 
7. DOES OUR FAITH SHOW IN HOW WE 

TREAT PEOPLE?  
 

8. DOES OUR FAITH SHOW IN HOW WE 
HANDLE OUR MONEY, OR MAKE 
CHOICES?  

 
9. FAITH IS A MUCH LARGER WORD THAN 

MOST OF US REALIZE, AND MANY ARE 
LIVING UNHEALTHY LIVES BECAUSE 
THEY ARE NOT LIVING THEIR LIVES 
WITH “FAITH” IN JESUS.  

 
10. THEY ARE TRUSTING IN, RELYING UPON 

THEIR OWN WISDOM AND THEIR OWN 
IDEAS OF WHAT IS RIGHT AND WHAT IS 
WRONG.      
       
   

F. WITHOUT FAITH WE CANNOT LIVE HEALTHY 
LIVES.  
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1. WE WILL BE FILLED WITH DOUBT, 
CONFUSION, AND FRUSTRATION.  

 
2. ANOTHER WORD FOR FAITH IS 

CONFIDENCE.  
 

3. FAITH MEANS TO KNOW SOMETHING IS 
TRUE AND TO BASE YOUR LIFE ON IT, 
THAT IS FAITH.  

 
4. IF YOU WANT TO LIVE A HEALTHY LIVE 

YOU NEED TO GET THIS F. IT IS VERY 
IMPORTANT. “WITHOUT FAITH IT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD.”  
  

G. IF YOU WANT LIVE A LIFE OF FAITH THEN BEGIN 
WITH THE END IN MIND.  

 
1. THE PRINCIPLE OF SOWING AND REAPING 

IS THE MOST FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE 
IN THE BIBLE.  

 
2. EVERYTHING IN LIFE IN BASED ON THIS 

PRINCIPAL. WE REAP WHAT WE SOW.  
 

3. IF WE SOW TO A LIFE OF FAITH, ACTING 
ON THE TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE, 
SHOWING KINDNESS AND LOVE AND 
MERCY THEN WE WILL REAP KINDNESS, 
LOVE AND MERCY.  

 
4. IF WE SOW TO A LIFE OF FAITH IN OUR 

FINANCES AND LEARN TO GIVE THEN WE 
WILL REAP FINANCIALLY FROM GOD.  
  

5. IF WE SOW TO A LIFE OF FAITH 
LEARNING TO TRUST IN GOD FOR ALL 
OUR NEEDS THEN WE WILL REAP GOOD 
HEALTH.  

 
6. SUCCESS IN GOD DOESN’T HAPPEN OVERNIGHT. 

BUT IT WILL COME, JUST AS SURELY AS GOD’S 
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LAW OF SEED TIME AND HARVEST EXISTS, IF YOU 
HAVE BEEN PLANTING SEEDS OF FAITHFUL 
LIVING IN YOUR LIFE YOU WILL REAP HEALTHY 
LIVES.        
    

H. THE PRINCIPLE OF SOWING AND REAPING IS ONE 
OF THE MOST FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES IN THE 
BIBLE.  

 
1. WE LIVE IN A SOCIETY THAT WANTS TO 

REJECT THIS, BECAUSE IF IT IS TRUE 
THEN IT MEANS THAT WE MIGHT 
ACTUALLY BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
BAD THINGS THAT HAPPEN TO US, AND 
THAT THEY COULD POSSIBLY BE 
AVOIDED IF WE CHANGED OUR 
ATTITUDES, BEHAVIOR, AND WAY OF 
DOING THINGS.     
  

I. WE LIVE LIVES OF FAITH WHEN WE LOOK AHEAD 
AND SEE THE END PRODUCT OF OUR CHOICES, BY 
FAITH WE CAN SEE THE FRUIT OF OUR DECISIONS. 
IT IS BY FAITH  

 

III. SUCCESSFUL LIVING REQUIRES “FORGIVENESS” 

A. WHEN JESUS LOOKED AT THIS MAN, HE COULD 
PEER THROUGH THE PHYSICAL PROBLEMS AND 
NOTICE A MUCH DEEPER NEED THAT THE 
PARALYTIC HAD, THE NEED FOR FORGIVENESS.  

1. THAT WAS JESUS’ MAIN CONCERN. SO 
THE FIRST THING JESUS SAID TO HIM 
WAS, “SON, YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN.”  

2. JESUS WANTED HIM TO KNOW THAT HE 
WAS ACCEPTED AS PART OF GOD’S 
FAMILY.  

3. WHY? BECAUSE HIS SINS ARE FORGIVEN, 
NOT MIGHT BE, OR COULD BE IF HE 
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TURNS HIMSELF AROUND, BUT ARE 
FORGIVEN, SENT AWAY.  

4. HE WANTED THIS MAN TO STOP FEELING 
SO GUILTY, AND TO TAKE COMFORT IN 
THE PRONOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
THAT JESUS, THE SON OF MAN, HAD 
GIVEN TO HIM.  

5. THIS IS A CRITICAL STEP IN LIVING 
HEALTHY LIVES.  

6. JESUS TOOK A HOSE OF FORGIVENESS 
AND WASHED OUT THIS MAN’S SOUL. 

B. EVERY PROBLEM IN THE WORLD, WHETHER IT IS 
MARITAL PROBLEMS, GREED, ANGER, WHATEVER 
ALL STEMS BACK TO SIN, IN PARTICULAR, 
UNFORGIVENESS.  

1. HOW MANY MARRIAGES COULD BE 
SAVED IF THE SPOUSES FORGAVE ONE 
ANOTHER?  

2. HOW MANY FRIENDSHIPS COULD BE 
SAVED IF WE FORGAVE ONE ANOTHER?  

3. HOW MANY LAWSUITS COULD BE 
AVOIDED IF WE FORGAVE ONE 
ANOTHER?  

4. MOST OF OUR PROBLEMS HAVE THEIR 
ROOTS IN UNFORGIVENESS.  

5. SOMEBODY HURTS US AND IT BECOMES 
DIFFICULT TO FORGIVE THEM.  

6. WE THINK WE CAN LIVE WITH IT, BUT 
UNFORGIVENESS EATS AWAY LIKE 
CANCER.  

7. WE NEED TO LEARN HOW TO FORGIVE 
PEOPLE. BUT THE KEY TO FORGIVING 
PEOPLE IS TO LEARN HOW TO RECEIVE 
GOD’S FORGIVENESS.  
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8. PEOPLE WHO HAVE A HARD TIME 
FORGIVING OTHERS USUALLY HAVE A 
HARD TIME RECEIVING GOD’S 
FORGIVENESS.  

9. YOU CAN’T GIVE WHAT YOU HAVE NOT 
EXPERIENCED. 

C. THE KEY TO BREAKING THE POWER OF SIN OVER 
YOUR LIFE IS TO FORGIVE THOSE WHO HAVE 
OFFENDED YOU.  

1. THE WORST PART ABOUT 
UNFORGIVENESS IS THAT YOU END UP 
TAKING ON THE SIN AS YOUR OWN.  

2. YOU FOLLOW IN THEIR FOOTSTEPS.  

3. THIS IS OFTEN WHY CHILDREN WHO 
HAVE BEEN ABUSED BECOME ABUSERS.  

4. PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN MISTREATED 
OFTEN MISTREAT OTHERS.  

5. CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS OFTEN 
BECOME ALCOHOLICS.  

6. CHILDREN OF DIVORCED PARENTS END 
UP DIVORCING THEIR SPOUSE. 

D. A CRITICAL STEP TO SPIRITUAL HEALTH IS 
FOUND IN JESUS WORDS, “SON, YOUR SINS ARE 
FORGIVEN.”  

1. THE BEAUTY IN THIS MESSAGE IS THE 
TOTAL COMPLETENESS OF IT, YOUR SINS 
ARE FORGIVEN.  

2. THAT’S THE WONDERFUL THING ABOUT 
THE GOSPEL.  

3. HEBREWS 10:10 SAYS, WE HAVE BEEN 
MADE HOLY THROUGH THE SACRIFICE 
OF THE BODY OF JESUS CHRIST ONCE 
FOR ALL. IT’S A DONE DEAL.  
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4. GOD SAID THROUGH ISAIAH "I, EVEN I, 
AM HE WHO BLOTS OUT YOUR 
TRANSGRESSIONS, FOR MY OWN SAKE, 
AND REMEMBERS YOUR SINS NO MORE.”  

5. GOD SAYS, “I DON’T REMEMBER YOUR 
SINS, THEY’VE BEEN PAID FOR.” IT’S A 
DONE DEAL.  

6. WHEN YOU REALLY COME TO THAT 
REALIZATION, A HUGE BURDEN IS LIFTED 
OFF YOUR SHOULDERS.  

7. MY SINS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN. TWO 
THOUSAND YEARS AGO THE SINS OF THE 
WORLD, THE WORLD, WERE WIPED 
AWAY. THIS IS GOD’S PROCLAMATION TO 
THE WORLD. 

E. SOME PEOPLE DON’T BELIEVE THIS NEWS OF 
FORGIVENESS SHOULD BE TOLD TO PEOPLE.  

1. TO THEM, FORGIVENESS IS ONLY UP TO 
GOD, AND WE MORTALS HAVE NO 
BUSINESS TELLING ANYONE THEY ARE 
FORGIVEN, MUCH LESS GOING TO 
HEAVEN.  

2. MARK SAYS, “NOW SOME TEACHERS OF 
THE LAW WERE SITTING THERE, 
THINKING TO THEMSELVES, “WHY DOES 
THIS FELLOW TALK LIKE THAT?  

3. HE’S BLASPHEMING! WHO CAN FORGIVE 
SINS BUT GOD ALONE?”  

4. WHAT THEY DIDN’T REALIZE IS THAT 
JESUS IS GOD.  

5. SINCE JESUS WAS AND IS GOD, HE HAS 
EVERY RIGHT AS THE JUDGE TO 
PRONOUNCE FORGIVENESS AND HEAL 
THIS MAN OF HIS GUILT.  
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6. JESUS TOLD HIS DISCIPLES, “IF YOU 
FORGIVE ANYONE HIS SINS, THEY ARE 
FORGIVEN; IF YOU DO NOT FORGIVE 
THEM, THEY ARE NOT FORGIVEN.” (JN 
20:23)  

7. WITH THESE WORDS, JESUS GAVE ALL 
CHRISTIANS THE RIGHT TO TELL PEOPLE 
THAT THEY ARE FORGIVEN.  

8. IF A KING WERE TO TELL HIS 
AMBASSADOR WITH A SIGNED 
DOCUMENT TO TELL HIS PEOPLE, “NO 
TAXES THIS YEAR,” THE MESSAGE 
WOULD BE AS GOOD AS IF IT WERE FROM 
THE KING. 

F. CONFESSION OF OUR SINS CONSISTS OF TWO 
PARTS.  

1. ONE IS THAT WE CONFESS OUR SINS.  

2. THE OTHER IS THAT WE RECEIVE THE 
FORGIVENESS FROM GOD HIMSELF, NOT 
DOUBTING BUT FIRMLY BELIEVING THAT 
OUR SINS ARE THEREBY FORGIVEN 
BEFORE GOD IN HEAVEN. 

G. THIS IS THE ONLY WAY TO SUCCESSFUL LIVING.  

1. WE NEED TO CONTINUALLY HEAR WE 
ARE FORGIVEN.  

2. GOD WANTS TO HEAR YOU SAY, “I 
FORGIVE YOU” REGULARLY IN YOUR 
HOUSEHOLD.  

3. GOD WANTS YOU TO TRULY BELIEVE 
THAT GOD HAS WIPED YOUR SINS AWAY.  

4. UNLESS YOU HEAR AND BELIEVE THIS, 
YOU’LL PURSUIT OF SUCESS WILL 
CONTINUE TO ELUDE YOU. FORGIVENESS 
IS A KEY ELEMENT IN LIVING A 
SUCCESSFUL LIFE.  
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CONCLUSION 
 

A. SUCCESSFUL LIVING REQUIRES THAT WE STRIVE 
TO GET THESE THREE F'S ON OUR REPORT CARD. 
 

1. WE ALL NEED FRIENDS, FAITH AND 
FORGIVENESS. 

 
 
 


