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JUST FOR YOU! 

LUKE 23:13-46 

INTRODUCTION 

WHEN WE READ THE ACCOUNT OF THE DEATH OF JESUS ON 
THE CROSS, THERE IS ALWAYS A QUESTION THAT FORMS IN 
MY MIND: THAT QUESTION IS, WHY?  

1. WHY DID JESUS LEAVE HEAVEN TO BE BORN IN 
BETHLEHEM? 
 

2. WHY DID THE CREATOR COME IN THE IMAGE OF THE 
CREATURE, LIVE IN POVERTY, BE REJECTED BY 
THOSE HE CAME TO SAVE, AND THEN DIE A CRUEL 
DEATH ON THE CROSS? WHY? 

WELL, JESUS HIMSELF ANSWERED THAT QUESTION THE 
NIGHT BEFORE HE DIED.  

IF THERE HAD EVER BEEN ANY DOUBT AS TO WHY HE CAME 
TO THIS WORLD, IT WAS DISPELLED FOREVER AS HE AND 
HIS DISCIPLES OBSERVED THE PASSOVER TOGETHER IN 
THE UPPER ROOM.  

LOOK IN LUKE 22:19-20. THERE WE FIND TWO SMALL, 
SEEMINGLY INSIGNIFICANT WORDS THAT SOLVE THE 
RIDDLE AS TO WHY HE CAME TO DIE.THOSE WORDS ARE: 
"FOR YOU".  

JESUS CAME FOR YOU. JESUS DIED FOR YOU AND JESUS 
ROSE AGAIN FOR YOU. THAT IS WHY HE DID WHAT HE DID: 
“JUST FOR YOU!” 

WITH THAT IN MIND, LET'S LOOK INTO OUR TEXT TODAY 
AND CONSIDER WHAT HE DID JUST FOR YOU. 
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I. LET US LOOK AT HIS CONDEMNATION-JUST FOR YOU. 
23:13-24, 34-43. 

 A. IN VERSES 18-23, WE SEE HIM REJECTED. 

1. THE VERY PEOPLE HE CAME TO REDEEM AND 
DELIVER FROM THEIR SIN AND BONDAGE WERE 
THE ONES WHO TURNED THEIR BACKS UPON 
HIM, FULLY AND FINALLY. (JOHN 1:11) 

 B. IN VERSES 35-39, WE SEE HIM RIDICULED. 

1. WITH ONE ACCORD, HIS ENEMIES MOCKED 
AND RIDICULED THE KING OF KINGS. YET HE 
DID NOT REVIVLE THEM. 

2. HE ENDURED THEIR CUREL MOCKERIES 
BECAUSE THAT WAS PART OF THE PRICE HE 
WAS DESTINED TO PAY FOR YOU AND ME. 
(MATTHEW 27:39-44) 

3. HE WAS DESTINED TO PRAY FOR YOU AND ME. 

a. I PETER 2:23 “WHO, WHEN HE WAS 
REVIED, REVILED NOT AGAIN; WHEN HE 
SUFFRED, HE THREATENED NOT; BUT 
COMMITTED HIMSELF TO HIM THAT 
JUDGETH RIGHTEOUSLY.” 

b. ISAIAH 53:7 “HE WAS OPPRESSED AND 
HE WAS AFFLICTED, YET HE OPENED NOT 
HIS MOUTH; HE IS BOUGHT AS A LAMB TO 
THE SLAUGHTER, AND AS A SHEEP 
BEFORE HER SHEARERS IS DUMB, SO HE 
OPENETH NOT HIS MOUTH.” 

4. IT IS INTERESTING TO RECALL WHAT THE 
LORD SAID ABOUT THOSE WHO SINNED 
AGAINST HIM. 
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a. PSALM. 2:4; “HE THAT SITTETH IN THE 
HEAVENS SHALL LAUGH; THE LORD 
SHALL HAVE THEM IN DERISION.” 

b. PROVERBS. 1:26. “I ALSO WILL LAUGH 
AT YOUR CALAMITY; I WILL MOCK WHEN 
YOUR FEAR COMETH.” 

5. THE LORD PROMISED TO MOCK AND LAUGH 
AT THOSE WHO SIDED WITH SIN AGAINST HIM.  

6. HOWEVER, AS PART OF THE PLAN TO REDEEM 
THE LOST, JESUS BECAME A LAUGHING STOCK 
BEFORE THOSE HE CAME TO REDEEM!  

7. WHAT IRONY! WHAT UTTER DEPRAVITY THAT 
WOULD LAUGH AT THE CREATOR AS HE DIED 
FOR THE CREATURE.) 

 C. IN VERSES 34, 40-43, WE SEE HIM RESPOND. 

1. WHEN THE LORD DID OPEN HIS MOUTH ON 
THE CROSS, IT WAS NOT TO CONDEMN OR TO 
REVILE HIS ENEMIES.  

2. WHEN HE SPOKE, HE DID SO WITH 
COMPASSION AND LOVE.  

3. HE OPENED HIS MOUTH TO PRAY FOR HIS 
ATTACKERS.  

4. HE OPENED HIS MOUTH TO SALVATION TO A 
LOST SOUL.  

5. HE SPOKE TO GIVE COMFORT TO A 
TORMENTED MOTHER.  

7. HE SPOKE TO GIVE PEACE TO FALLEN ME.  

8. ONE WORD FROM HIS LIPS HAD BROUGHT 
LIGHT INTO BEING.  
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9. ONE WORD FROM THAT CROSS COULD HAVE 
ABOLISHED EVERY MOLECULE IN THE 
UNIVERSE FROM EXISTENCE.  

10. YET, HE RESPONDED IN LOVE! WHAT GRACE! 
GRACE THAT CONTINUES TO THIS VERY DAY. 

a. ROMANS. 5:20! “WHEN SIN ABOUND, 
GRACE DID MUCH MOE ABOUND.” 

II. LOOK AT HIS CRUCIFIXION – “JUST FOR YOU” IN VERSES 
23-33. 

A. IN MATTHEW 27:27-31, WE SEE HIS CROWN. 

1. NEVER DID A KING WEAR SUCH A CRUEL 
CROWN OF MOCKERY AND INFAMY! 
  

2. YET, HE ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE 
CROWNED AS AN AMUSEMENT TO THE 
SOLDIERS, BECAUSE HE WAS IN FACT A KING! 
  

3. A KING WHO ONE DAY WOULD WEAR MANY 
CROWNS UPON HIS LOVELY HEAD. 

a. REVELATION. 19:12. 

4. THOSE THORNS WERE EMBLEMS OF THE 
CURSE THAT HAD COME UPON THIS WORLD 
BECAUSE OF SIN. 
 

5. AS SUCH THEY WERE SYMBOLIC OF THAT 
FOR WHICH HE WAS DYING ON THE CROSS. 
  

6. HE DIED TO REMOVE THE CURSE OF SIN 
FROM MAN AND FROM THE ENTIRE 
UNIVERSE. 
  

7. HE WORE THAT THORNY CROWN THAT DAY 
SO THAT HE MIGHT WEAR A ROYAL CROWN 
IN THE FUTURE. 
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8. HE WORE THAT CROWN FOR YOU AND FOR 
ME!) 

B. IN JOHN 19:16-17, WE SEE HIS CROSS. 

1. NEVER DID A KING OCCUPY SUCH A GRUESOME 
THRONE AS HE OCCUPIED THAT DAY!  

2. TO DIE ON THE CROSS WAS TO DIE THE DEATH 
OF ONE CURSED,  

a. GALATIANS. 3:13. “CHRIST HAS 
REDEEMED US FROM THE CURSE OF THE 
LAW, BEING MADE A CURSE FOR US: FOR 
IT IS WRITTEN, CURSED IS EVERYONE 
THAT HANGETH ON A TREE.” 

3. IT WAS TO DIE THE MOST PAINFUL OF 
DEATHS.  

4. IT WAS TO WRITHE IN AGONY ON A ROUGH 
PIECE OF WOOD;  

5. AFTER HAVING BEEN BEATEN WITH A 
SCOURGE; 

6. AFTER HAVING BEEN TRIED AND CONVICTED; 

7. AFTER HAVING BEEN BEATEN BY THE 
SOLDIERS; 

8. AFTER HAVING BEEN MOCKED AND MADE TO 
BEAR YOUR CROSS TO THE PLACE OF YOUR 
EXECUTION.  

9. IT WAS A HORRIBLE DEATH! YET, IT WAS THIS 
DEATH THAT HE WAS DESTINED TO DIE.  

10. ISAIAH THE PROPHET WROTE OF HIS DEATH,  

 
 



6	
  
	
  

a. ISAIAH. 53:4-6. “SURELY HE HAS BORN 
OUR GRIEFS, AND CARRIED OUR 
SORROWS, YET WE DID ESTEEM HIM 
STRICKEN, SMITTEN OF GOD, AND 
AFFLICTED.  BUT HE WAS WOUNDED FOR 
OUR TRANSGRESSION, HE WAS BRUISED 
FOR OUR INIQUITIES, THE CHASTISEMENT 
OF OUR PEACE IS UPON HIM AND WITH 
HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED.  AND ALL 
WE LIKE SHEEP HAVE GONE ASTRY, WE 
HAVE TURNED EVERYONE TO HIS OWN 
WAY, AND THE LORD HAS LAID ON HIM 
THE INIQUITY OF US ALL.” 

11. DAVID THE PSALMIST WROTE OF HIS DEATH,  

a. PSALM. 22:1-18  

12. IT WAS A DEATH RESERVED FOR HIM 
BEFORE THE WORLD WAS EVER FRAMED 
TOGETHER,  

a. REVELATION. 13:8. “…HE WAS THE 
LAMB SLAIN FROM THE FOUNDAITON OF 
THE WORLD…” 

13. IT WAS A DEATH THAT HE WENT TO 
WILLINGLY, HUMBLY AND EXPECTANTLY,  

a. JOHN 18:37; “…TO THIS END WAS I BORN, 
AND FO THIS CAUSE CAME I INTO THE 
WORLD, THAT I SHOULD BEAR WITNESS 
UNTO THE TRUTH, EVERYONE THAT IS OF 
THE TRUTH HEARETH MY VOICE.” 

b. MARK 10:45; “…FOR EVEN THE SON OF 
MAN CAME NOT TO BE MINISTERED UNTO BUT 
TO MINISTER, AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE A RANSOM 
FOR MANY.” 
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c. PHILIPPIANS. 2:5-8. “LET THIS MIND BE 
IN YOU, WHICH WAS ALSO IN CHRIST 
JESUS:  

 6WHO, BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD, 
THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL 
WITH GOD:  

 7BUT MADE HIMSELF OF NO REPUTATION, 
AND TOOK UPON HIM THE FORM OF A 
SERVANT, AND WAS MADE IN THE 
LIKENESS OF MEN:  

 8AND BEING FOUND IN FASHION AS A 
MAN, HE HUMBLED HIMSELF, AND 
BECAME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN 
THE DEATH OF THE CROSS. 

14. HE OCCUPIED THAT THRONE FOR YOU! 

C. IN LUKE 22:19-20 AND ROMANS 5:8, WE SEE HIS 
CURSE. 

1. NEVER DID A KING HAVE SUCH A NOBLE CAUSE 
AS DID JESUS WHEN HE SET OUT ON HIS CRUSADE 
AGAINST SIN.  

2. HE WENT TO THE CROSS FOR OTHERS!  

3. NOT PEOPLE LIKE, BUT FOR SINNERS!  

4. NOT PEOPLE WHO COULD REPAY HIM, BUT 
FOR THOSE TO WHOM HE COULD OFFER 
SALVATION FREELY,  

a. ISAIAH. 55:1; HO, EVERY ONE THAT 
THIRSTETH, COME YE TO THE WATERS, 
AND HE THAT HATH NO MONEY; COME YE, 
BUY, AND EAT; YEA, COME, BUY WINE AND 
MILK WITHOUT MONEY AND WITHOUT 
PRICE. 
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b. REVELATION. 22:17. “AND THE SPIRIT 
AND THE BRIDE SAY, COME. AND LET HIM 
THAT HEARETH SAY, COME. AND LET HIM 
THAT IS ATHIRST COME. AND 
WHOSOEVER WILL, LET HIM TAKE THE 
WATER OF LIFE FREELY.” 

5. NOT FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT FOR THE 
DREGS OF HUMANITY,  

a. LUKE 5:32. “I CAME NOT TO CALL THE 
RIGHTEOUS, BUT SINNERS TO 
REPENTANCE.” 

6. HE DID WHAT HE DID FOR PEOPLE WHO WERE 
HIS SWORN ENEMIES!  

7. HE DID WHAT HE DID FOR YOU AND FOR ME!  

8. HE DID WHAT HE DID SO THAT WE MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO COME TO AN OLD-FASHIONED ALTAR, 
FALL ON OUR KNEES, CONFESS AND REPENT OF 
OUR SINS AND RECEIVE HIM INTO OUR LIVES AS 
OUR SAVIOR.  

9. HE DIED TO OPEN THE DOOR OF SALVATION 
WIDE FOR YOU AND FOR ME. 

III. LOOK AT HIS CONQUEST - JUST FOR YOU IN LUKE 23:44-
46. 

A. IN MATTHEW 27:45-46, SEE HIM REDEEMING. 

1. AS JESUS HUNG ON THE CROSS, SOMETHING 
MYSTERIOUS AND DIVINE TOOK PLACE. 
 

2. THE SKY WAS DARKENED AND THE 
PRECIOUS LAMB OF GOD LITERALLY 
BECAME THE SIN OF THE ENTIRE WORLD,  
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A. 2 COR. 5:21. “FOR HE HATH MADE HIM 
TO BE SIN FOR US, WHO KNEW NO SIN; 
THAT WE MIGHT BE MADE THE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN HIM.” 

3. HE DID NOT JUST TAKE OUR SINS UPON 
HIMSELF; HE LITERALLY BECAME OUR SIN 
ON THAT CROSS! 
  

4. GOD JUDGED JESUS AS IF HE WERE THE 
LITERAL SINS THAT YOU AND I WERE BORN 
IN AND COMMIT DAY AFTER DAY. 
 

5. GOD SAW HIS SON AS IF HE WAS MY 
WRETCHED SINS AND HE WAS SUBJECTED TO 
THE WRATH OF GOD ON THE CROSS. 
 

6. HIS WORK ON THE CROSS OPENED THE WAY 
TO GOD,  

a. MATT. 27:51, (ILL. THE VEIL IN THE 
TEMPLE HAD STOOD AS A BARRIER 
BETWEEN GOD AND MAN FOR 
CENTURIES, HEB. 9:7, LEV. 16:2. 
  

b. JESUS REMOVED ALL THE BARRIERS!  

7. HIS WORK ON THE CROSS EXTINGUISHED 
THE WRATH OF GOD TOWARD THE SINS OF 
THE ELECT AND NOW THOSE WHO ARE IN 
JESUS ARE FOREVER FREE FROM THE 
THREAT AND DREAD OF AN ETERNITY IN 
HELL FIRE! ALL BECAUSE HE WON OUR 
VICTORY ON THE CROSS. 

B. IN JOHN 19:30, WE SEE HIM REJOICING. 

1. YOU MIGHT NOT THINK OF THE CROSS AS A 
PLACE OF REJOICING, BUT IF YOU HAD BEEN 
THERE THAT DAY, YOU WOULD HAVE 
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LISTENED AS JESUS MADE SEVEN 
UTTERANCES FROM THE CROSS. 

2. EACH TIME HE MOVED HIS PARCHED LIPS 
AND BREATHED OUT THE WORDS HE 
ENDURED PAIN AND DEEPENED HIS AGONY. 
 

3. HOWEVER, NEAR THE END OF HIS TIME ON 
THE CROSS, WHEN HE KNEW THAT THE WAY 
TO GOD HAD BEEN OPENED BY THE 
PAYMENT OF THE REDEMPTION PRICE, HE 
OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPOKE THREE 
SIMPLE WORDS THAT STILL ECHO 
THROUGHOUT THE HALLS OF ETERNITY. HE 
SAID: "IT IS FINISHED!" 
  

4. AS I HAVE MENTIONED BEFORE, THIS WAS 
NOT THE CRY OF A DEFEATED MAN! HE DID 
NOT SAY "I AM FINISHED!"  
 

5. THIS WAS NOT THE CRY OF ONE WHO HAD 
GIVEN UP SHORT OF HIS GOAL OF 
REDEEMING THE HUMAN RACE. HE DID NOT 
SAY, "YOU ARE FINISHED!"  
 

6. THIS WAS THE CRY OF ONE WHO HAD 
ACHIEVED TRUE VICTORY! HE SAID, "IT IS 
FINISHED!"  
 

7. WHEN HE DID, IT WAS THE CRY OF A 
CHAMPION!  
 

8. JUST AS A MIGHTY LION WILL ROAR AFTER 
HE HAS MADE A KILL, THE LION OF THE 
TRIBE OF JUDAH ROARED HIS GREAT CRY OF 
VICTORY SO THAT YOU AND I MIGHT KNOW 
THAT THERE IS HOPE! I HAVE  
 

9. I SHARED WITH YOU WHAT THIS WORD 
MEANS IN THE ORIGINAL AND HOW IT WAS 
USED.  
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10. BUT, IF YOU WILL ALLOW ME, I WANT TO 
SHARE IT AGAIN, BECAUSE IT IS SO PRECIOUS 
AND RICH IN ITS MEANING TO ALL 
BELIEVERS. “IT’S FINISHED". 

a. A SERVANT'S WORD - USED WHEN A 
TASK HAD BEEN COMPLETED. 

b. A PRIEST'S WORD - USED WHEN A 
SACRIFICIAL ANIMAL WAS FOUND TO BE 
WORTHY. 

c. A FARMER'S WORD - USED WHEN A 
PERFECT SPECIMEN HAD BEEN BORN INTO 
THE FLOCK. 

d. AN ARTIST'S WORD - USED WHEN THE 
FINAL TOUCHES HAD BEEN APPLIED TO A 
MASTERPIECE.  

e. A MERCHANT'S WORD - USED WHEN A 
DEAL HAD BEEN STRUCK AND ALL THE 
HAGGLING HAD ENDED. ITS USAGE 
MEANT THAT BOTH PARTIES WERE 
SATISFIED. 

11. YOU SEE, THE CROSS FOR JESUS WASN'T A 
TIME OF DEFEAT AND DOOM.  

12. IT WAS A TIME OF JOY AND ANTICIPATION,  

a. HEB. 12:2 “LOOKING UNTO JESUS THE 
AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH; 
WHO FOR THE JOY THAT WAS SET 
BEFORE HIM ENDURED THE CROSS, 
DESPISING THE SHAME, AND IS SET DOWN 
AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE THRONE OF 
GOD.” 

13. HE REJOICED WHEN THE BATTLE WAS WON,  
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14. LET US NEVER BE ASHAMED OF WHAT HE 
ACCOMPLISHED ON THE CROSS!  

15. LET US RATHER GLORY IN THE CROSS OF 
JESUS AND BLESS HIS HOLY NAME THAT HE 
LOVED SINNERS TO THAT DEPTH AND DEGREE,  

a. GAL. 6:14 “BUT GOD FORBID THAT I 
SHOULD GLORY, SAVE IN THE CROSS OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM THE 
WORLD IS CRUCIFIED UNTO ME, AND I 
UNTO THE WORLD.” 

 C. IN MATTHEW 28:1-6, WE SEE HIM RESURRECTING. 

1. THANK GOD HIS STORY DOES NOT END WITH 
HIM HANGING DEAD ON A CROSS!  

2. NO, THREE DAYS AFTER HIS DEATH, HE AROSE 
FROM THE DEAD TO BECOME THE FIRST 
FRUITS, 1 COR. 15:20, FROM THE DEAD FOR YOU 
AND ME.  

3. HE IS THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL LIFE FOR 
ALL WHO TRUST IN HIM. 

 D. WE SEE HIS REIGNING. 

1. AFTER HE AROSE, HE ASCENDED BACK TO 
HEAVEN AND SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND 
OF HIS FATHER IN GLORY, ACTS 1:9-11; HEB. 
10:12.  

2. THERE HE LIVES TODAY AS OUR 
INTERCESSOR WITH THE FATHER, HEB. 7:25.  

3. FROM THERE, HE WILL RETURN SOME DAY TO 
RECEIVE HIS BRIDE UNTO HIMSELF AND TAKE 
HER HOME TO HEAVEN, JOHN 14:1-3.  
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4. FROM THERE, HE WILL RETURN TO 
ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM UPON THIS EARTH, 
REV. 19:11-21.  

5. WHAT I AM TRYING TO SAY IS, THAT THE 
SAME JESUS WHO CAME FROM HEAVEN TO THIS 
EARTH TO DIE ON THE CROSS, IS THE SAME 
JESUS WHO SITS IN HEAVEN TODAY AWAITING 
THAT MOMENT WHEN HE WILL RETURN TO 
CLAIM HIS PEOPLE.  

6. HE IS THE SAME ONE WHO OFFERS 
SALVATION TO ALL WHO WILL COME TO HIM 
BY FAITH.  

7. HE IS THE ONE WHO DIED FOR YOU; 

8. AND IF YOU WILL COME TO HIM, HE WILL 
SAVE YOU BY HIS GRACE AND GIVE YOU 
ETERNAL LIFE IN HEAVEN!)  

CONCLUSION 

JUST FOR YOU! THAT IS WHY THE KING OF GLORY LEFT 
HEAVEN, WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM, LIVED IN POVERTY, 
DIED IN SHAME AND AGONY AND AROSE IN VICTORY. HE 
DID IT JUST FOR YOU!  

HE DID ALL THAT SO THAT YOU MIGHT SIMPLY CALL ON 
HIM BY FAITH AND BE SAVED BY HIS GRACE.  

HE DID WHAT HE DID JUST FOR YOU SO THAT YOU MIGHT 
MISS HELL AND ENTER HEAVEN. 

IN FACT, WHAT HE DID, PROVIDED THE ONLY WAY THAT 
ANYONE HAS OR EVER WILL BE SAVED.  

WHAT HE DID FOR YOU OPEN AN EXCLUSIVE WAY INTO A 
SAVING RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, JOHN 14:6; ACTS 4:12. 

HE DID ALL THAT HE DID JUST FOR YOU.  
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WHAT HAVE YOU DONE ABOUT IT IN YOUR OWN LIFE?  

HAVE YOU TRUSTED JESUS AS YOUR SAVIOR?  

IF NOT, YOU CAN BY COMING TO HIM BY FAITH RIGHT NOW.  

IF YOU HAVE, THEN HOW LONG HAS IT BEEN SINCE YOU 
SAID "THANK YOU!"? 


