1
INEVER HAD A LOVE I COULD CALL MY OWN”

ST. JOHN 4:16-18
INTRODUCTION

[16] HE TOLD HER, "GO, CALL YOUR HUSBAND AND COME
BACK." [17] "I HAVE NO HUSBAND," SHE REPLIED. JESUS
SAID TO HER, "YOU ARE RIGHT WHEN YOU SAY YOU HAVE NO
HUSBAND. (18] THE FACT IS, YOU HAVE HAD FIVE HUSBANDS,
AND THE MAN YOU NOW HAVE IS NOT YOUR HUSBAND. WHAT
YOU HAVE JUST SAID IS QUITE TRUE." INEW NIV
TRANSLATION]

A RHYTHM AND BLUES SONG WAS RECORDED IN THE
EARLY SEVENTIES FEATURING A FEMALE VOCALIST BY
THE NAME OF BETTY SWANN. THE TITLE OF THE SONG IS
"MAKE ME YOURS".

ALTHOUGH A SECULAR SONG, IT DEFINITELY APPLIES TO
OUR MESSAGE FOR TODAY.

WHEN YOU TAKE THE LYRICS AND APPLY THEM TO
YOURSELF AND THINK ON THEM IN THE SPIRIT THEY
FORM A SPECIAL MEANING.

THE LYRICS TO THE SONG GO SOMETHING LIKE THIS:

“I NEVER HAD,
A LOVE TO CALL MY OWN,
I WAS ABOUT TO GIVE UP,
AND THEN YOU CAME ALONG.

JUST TO HAVE YOUR TENDER WAYS,
THRILLS ME FOR DAYS AND DAYS,
I DON'T CARE WHAT NOBODY SAYS,
I WANT YOU FOR ALWAYS.

NOW THAT I FOUND YOU,
I WANT TO STAY AROUND YOU,
SO MAKE ME YOURS, MAKE ME YOURS...
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YOU ALREADY CAUGHT,
MY HEART AND MY SOUL,
NOW I WANT YOU TO,
TAKE FULL CONTROL,YEAH,

I NEED THE LOVE THAT,
ONLY YOU CAN GIVE,
IF I CAN'T HAVE IT,

I DON'T WANT TO LIVE.

NO, I NEVER HAD,

A LOVE SO SWEET,
I NEVER THOUGHT I'D BE,
LUCKY ENOUGH TO MEET,

A GUY WITH ALL YOUR CHARMS,
TO HOLD ME WITH LOVING ARMS,
MAKE ME FEEL SECURE AND WARM,
CAUSE MY HEART TO RUN.

NOW THAT I'VE FOUND YOU,
I WANT TO STAY AROUND YOU,
SO MAKE ME YOURS,
MAKE ME YOURS.

TAKE ME BABY MAKE ME
WHAT YOU WANT ME TO BE,
SO WHAT YOU NEED YOU CAN,
ALWAYS IT FIND IN ME,

LOVE ME BABY,
KEEP ME BY YOUR SIDE,
WHERE EVER YOU GO,
I WANNA BE SATISFIED.

ALL OF MY FRIENDS SAY; GIRL DON'T,
BUT I KNOW WHAT I NEED,
AND I KNOW WHAT I WANT,
I WANT TO BE YOURS,

YOU'RE THE ONLY ONE
AND I WILL GIVE TO YOU ,
HAPPINESS IN RETURN BECAUSE,
WHAT YOU NEED, BABY I GOT IT,
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WHAT YOU'VE GOT,
I'M JUST SO CRAZY ABOUT IT.
IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A LOVE,
THAT YOU'LL NEVER GET TIRED OF,

MAKE ME YOURS. MAKE ME YOURS,
BABY, NOT FOR JUST A LITTLE WHILE, BABY
BUT FOREVER, MY DARLING, MAKE ME YOURS
I WANNA BE YOUR...

TRANSITION

I WOULD CONSIDER THESE LYRICS OR WORDS TO BE
DEPICTIVE OF AN EROS SITUATION YET WITH POTENTIAL
AGAPE APPLICATIONS.

EROS AND AGAPE BEING TWO OF THE GREEK WORDS FOR
LOVE;

EROS DEFINED AS REPRESENTING LOVE BASED UPON
PHYSICAL ATTRACTION AND AGAPE DEFINED AS LOVE OF A
DIVINE ORIGIN.

OUR MESSAGE TONIGHT EXAMINES THE LYRICS OF THIS SONG
AS THEY RELATE TO OUR SCRIPTURE AND TO EACH OF US.

AS WE FOCUS UPON THE FACTS SURROUNDING OUR
SCRIPTURE AND THE STORY IT REFERENCES, WE WILL
NOTE SOME INTERESTING COMPARISONS IN THE CHURCH
TODAY.

TOGETHER WE WILL TAKE AN IN DEPTH LOOK AT LOVE.
WE WILL DEFINE IT, LEARN TO IDENTIFY IT, SEPARATE IT
BY TYPE AND FINALLY DETERMINE HOW WE CAN
INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY DEMONSTRATE IT.

TRANSITION TO THE TEXT

HERE IN THIS SCRIPTURE, WE SEE A WOMAN IN A
SITUATION THAT MANY OF US CAN RELATE TO.

IF YOU CANNOT RELATE TO HER SITUATION NOW,
PERHAPS IF YOU KEEP LIVING, YOU WILL FIND YOURSELF
IN A SIMILAR SITUATION.
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TO BE WITHOUT A LOVE YOU CAN CALL YOUR OWN CAN
BE A LONELY SITUATION.

AT ONE POINT OR ANOTHER WE HAVE ALL BEEN WITHOUT
A HUMANISTIC LOVE RELATIONSHIP OF OUR OWN.

SOME OF US THOUGHT WE HAD A LOVE OF OUR OWN ONLY
TO FIND OUT LATER WE WERE REALLY SHARING IT, AND
MAYBE WHAT WE HAD REALLY WASN'T LOVE AT ALL.

WE MAY DIFFER IN HOW WE DEALT WITH IT OR HOW WE
REMEDIED THE SITUATION, BUT MANY OF US HAVE FACED
IT.

THERE ARE THOSE TODAY WHO ARE YET LIVING AS THE
SAMARITAN WOMAN, AND THINK THEY ARE IN FINE
SHAPE.

ALL THESE WOMEN ARE NOT FOUND IN THE RED LIGHT
DISTRICT, SOME ARE FOUND IN THE CHURCH.

THIS SAME CONDITION EXISTS TODAY FOR SOME OF OUR
BRETHREN AS WELL.

THEY COPE WITH LONELINESS BY GOING AFTER SOMEONE
WHO IS ALREADY INVOLVED WITH SOMEONE ELSE.

JESUS HAVING A NEED TO GO THROUGH SAMARIA AND AT
THE SAME HOUR THIS WOMAN HAVING A NEED TO GO
DRAW WATER,

NOW THIS WAS AN ODD HOUR OF THE DAY.

SO THEY MET THERE AT THE WELL AND JESUS
BROUGHT THE WOMAN SHARPLY UP AGAINST THE
FACTS OF HER OWN LIFE,

FACTS WHICH MIGHT HAVE TOLD HER THAT IN ORDER TO
MOVE AHEAD AND IMPROVE IN LIFE, SOMETHING MORE IS
NEEDED THAN A MERE CHANGE IN CIRCUMSTANCES OR IN
ENVIRONMENT.

GO CALL YOUR HUSBAND, AND COME HERE.
SHE HESITATED, BUT ANSWERED HONESTLY ENOUGH, SO



FAR AS IT WAS.

BUT WHEN CHRIST PRESSED HER FURTHER, SHE FEELING
THAT THINGS WERE GROWING MUCH TOO SEARCHING
AND UNCOMFORTABLE TRIED CLEVERLY TO EVADE THE
QUESTION BY STARTING A DISCUSSION ABOUT SECTS AND
RELIGIONS -- HERS AND HIS.

ILLUSTRATION

NEWMAN MAINTAINS THAT IT IS QUITE A COMMON THING
FOR PEOPLE TO USE THEIR RELIGION AS A SHIELD
BETWEEN THEM AND GOD.

TRANSITION

THAT WAS WHAT THIS WOMAN WAS ATTEMPTING. AND
MANY DO IT SUCCESSFULLY.

THEY MAY BE KEEN CHURCHGOERS, IMMERSED IN
CHURCH AFFAIRS, DILIGENT WITHIN THE
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE, ATTENDING ALL OF ITS
SERVICES AND LISTENING TO ALL OF ITS SERMONS.

WELL VERSED IN DOCTRINES AND THEOLOGY; AND YET
WITH NO MORE THAN A THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE,

THAT NEVER BRINGS THEM INTO ANY VITAL PERSONAL
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.

THIS INDEED MAKES IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO
REACH HIM.

IT IS POSSIBLE TO KNOW SO MUCH ABOUT CHRIST, THAT
SATISFIED WITH THAT, WE NEVER COME TO KNOW HIM.

MANY PEOPLE TODAY HAVE GOTTEN LOVE CONFUSED
WITH EMOTION.

I. LOVE IS NOT AN EMOTION ALTHOUGH IT CAN
STIR UP EMOTIONS.

A. EMOTIONS SUCH AS HAPPINESS, ANGER, SADNESS,
FEAR, JOY, LONELINESS, AND JEALOUSY ARE ALL
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SOMETIMES CONFUSED WITH LOVE.
1. LOVE HAS CERTAIN ATTRIBUTES THAT MAKE IT
RECOGNIZABLE.

a. LOVE IS MYSTERIOUS,

b. LOVE IS INTANGIBLE,

c. LOVEIS INVISIBLE,

d. LOVE IS IMMATERIAL,

e. LOVE IS IMMEASURABLE,

f. LOVE IS TRUSTING,

g. LOVE IS PATIENT,

h. LOVE IS UNDERSTANDING,

i. LOVE IS FORGIVING,

jo LOVE IS SELF-SACRIFICING,

k. LOVE IS EVERLASTING.

I. LOVE IS AS REAL AS BEATEN STEEL, YET
IT CAN BE AS ELUSIVE AS SMOKE IN A
HURRICANE, AND STRONGER THAN
DEATH.

m. LOVE IS THE OIL TO LUBRICATE OUR
SPIRITUAL BEING, AND TO CAUSE OUR
SPIRITS TO RUN SMOOTHLY.

n. LOVE IS THE LIFE FORCE THAT
REJUVENATES, SO THAT OUR LIVES MAY
BLOSSOM FRUITFULLY.

o. LOVE IS THE AFFECTION TO CAPTIVATE

AND TO CAUSE US TO GO WILLINGLY
WITH OTHERS.



p. LOVE IS THE POWER TO CONSECRATE,
WHICH CAUSES US TO SACRIFICE
ARDENTLY.

q. LOVE IS THE TONIC TO STIMULATE TO
GIVE WINGS TO OUR FEET IN SERVICE.

r. LOVE IS THE GRACE TO ELEVATE TO
LIFT US ABOVE THE PLANE OF SELF.

II. THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD IS
LOVE.

SOME TIME WE MEASURE GREATNESS IN DEEDS OR
ACCOMPLISHMENT.

THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD TO US IS OUR
PERSONAL HERO.

THERE WERE GREAT DEEDS PERFORMED, BY GREAT
PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE.

MOST OF THE TRIBUTES PAID TO GREAT PEOPLE ARE
DESERVED BY THEM.

A. IN THE BIBLE WE FIND GREAT TRIBUTES PAID TO
MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED THEIR
GENERATION BY THE WILL OF GOD.

1. OF ABRAHAM WE READ THAT "HE WAS THE
FRIEND OF GOD.

2. OF JOSEPH HE WAS "A MAN IN WHOM THE
SPIRIT OF GOD IS."

3. OF MOSES "HE ENDURED AS SEEING HIM WHO
IS INVISIBLE."

4. OF ENOCH "HE HAD THE TESTIMONY THAT HE
PLEASED GOD."

5. OF OBADIAH "HE FEARED THE LORD GREATLY
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IN AHAB'S HOUSE."
OF CALEB "HE FOLLOWED THE LORD FULLY."

OF JOHN THE BAPTIST HE WAS "A MAN SENT
FROM GOD.

OF DORCAS "A WOMAN FULL OF GOOD WORKS
AND ALMS, DEEDS WHICH SHE DID.

ALTHOUGH THESE ARE GREAT TRIBUTES PAID TO GREAT
PEOPLE, THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD IS LOVE.

I11. GOD IS LOVE.

A. [JOHN 3:16] “FOR GOD SO LOVED THE
WORLD HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON,
THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM,
SHALL NOT PARISH BUT HAVE EVER
LASTING LIFE.”

1

2.

. CHRIST IS LOVE MADE FLESH.

HE IS THE OUTSTANDING MIRACLE OF ALL
THE AGES.

HE IS LITERATURES' LOFTIEST IDEAL.
HE IS CRITICISMS SUPREME PROBLEM.
HE IS THEOLOGIES FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINE.

HE IS SPIRITUAL RELIGION'S CARDINAL
NECESSITY.

HE IS JESUS PERSONALLY, SOCIALLY,
POLITICALLY, AND SPIRITUALLY,

THE SUPREME CENTER OF HUMAN INTEREST
TODAY.
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9. HE IS THE STANDARD OF MEASUREMENT,
10. THE SCALE OF WEIGHTS,

11. THE TEST OF CHARACTER FOR THE WHOLE
MORAL UNIVERSE.

12. HE IS A WONDROUS CHRIST.

HIS NAME BLOSSOMS ON THE PAGES OF HISTORY, LIKE
THE FLOWERS OF A THOUSAND SPRINGTIMES IN ONE
BOUQUET.

HIS NAME SOUNDS DOWN THE CORRIDORS OF THE
CENTURIES LIKE, THE MUSIC OF ALL THE GREATEST
CHOIRS POURED FORTH IN ONE ANTHEM.

HIS FOOTSTEPS, LIKE RAIN IN DROUGHT, ARE SEEN IN
HARVESTS OF BLESSING ALONG LIFES HIGHWAYS AND
BYWAYS.

HIS INFLUENCE, LIKE SPICE GALES FROM HEAVEN, HAS
PERFUMED THE AIR OF ALL CONTINENTS.

WITH NO BEATING OF DRUMS, WITH NO BLOWING OF
HORNS, HE HAS UNFOLDED, AND STILL HOLDS THE FLAG
OF EQUALITY ABOVE PALACE AND SLAVE MARKET.

THOUGH HISTORY, ANCIENT, MODERN, AND
CONTEMPORARY, BEARS WITNESS, THOSE GOVERNMENTS
OFTEN IGNORE HIM.

HE STRETCHES THE GOLDEN RULE ABOVE ALL LAWS AND
STATUTES BOOKS.

IV. IN CHRIST, THE SILENCE OF GOD BREAKS
INTO FULL VOICE.

A. NO VOICE CAN COMPASS, NO PEN INCLUDE THE
FULL STATEMENT OF CHRIST'S CHARACTER.

1. IF THERE WERE NO JESUS, THEN THERE
WOULD BE NO LIBERTY OF WORSHIP AND
CONSCIENCE.
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2. NO JESUS, NO HUMANITY OF FEELING FOR THE
UNFORTUNATE.

3. NO JESUS, NO CIVIC RIGHTEOUSNESS
4. NO JESUS, NO NATIONAL INTEGRITY.

5. NO JESUS, NO LIFE AND NO LIFE MORE
ABUNDANTLY

6. NO JESUS, NO LIGHT OF THE WORLD
7. NO JESUS, NO WAY TO THE FATHER
8. NO JESUS, NO B-ATTITUDES

9. NO JESUS, NO SALVATION FROM SIN.

a. TAKING JESUS FROM HISTORY IS LIKE
TAKING MATTER OUT OF PHYSICS,

b. HEAT OUT OF FIRE,

c¢. FRAGRANCE OUT OF FLOWERS,

d. NUMBERS OUT OF MATHEMATICS,
e. MIND OUT OF METAPHYSICS,

f. CAUSE AND EFFECT OUT OF
PHILOSOPHY.

WITHOUT JESUS THE WORLDS' HISTORY IS A
DIABOLICAL JOKE.

WITHOUT JESUS ALL LIBERTY-COMPELLING
UPHEAVALS OF ALL CENTURIES ARE DEAD.

WITHOUT JESUS, THE ROMAN EMPIRE IS WITHOUT
PURPOSE, ATHENS WITHOUT A MISSION, EGYPT AN
ACCIDENT.
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WITHOUT JESUS, JUDAISM, WITH ITS THOUSANDS OF
YEARS OF PROPHECY, IS THE FRIGHTFUL MUTTERING
OF AN INSANE RACE DOOMED TO OBLIVION.

WITHOUT JESUS, THE POETS, PROPHETS, SEERS,
PRIESTS, MARTYRS OF ALL TIME LIVED AND DIED
WITHOUT HOPE.

JESUS! ALL OVER THE WORLD ARCHITECTS, STRIVE
TO BUILD CATHEDRALS, CHAPELS AND CHURCHES
WORTHY OF HIM, BUT FALL SHORT OF THEIR HIGH
OBJECTIVES.

PAINTERS, VYING WITH OTHER PAINTERS, FEEL A
SENSE OF INADEQUACY IN ATTEMPTING TO CREATE
FIGURES BEAUTIFUL ENOUGH TO ADORN HIS
SANCTUARY WALLS.

A SENSE OF INADEQUACY FALLS OPPRESSIVELY
UPON MUSICIANS WHO TRY TO CREATE MUSIC
SWEET ENOUGH FOR HIS HYMNS OF PRAISE.

ORATORS, WHOSE SPOKEN SENTENCES, ARE LIKE
FLIGHTS OF GOLDEN ARROWS, EXPRESS ONLY A
MEAGER MEASURE OF THE HONOR DUE HIM.

WRITERS WORDS DROPPING FROM THEIR PENS LIKE
SWEET POLLEN FROM STEMS OF SHAKEN LILIES,
FEEL INADEQUACY AT PENNING THE PHRASES TO
SET HIM FORTH IN HIS BEAUTY.

THE MASTER JESUS CHRIST HAS SPOKEN TO US OF
LOVE, AS THE ONE WHO IS THE GIFT OF GOD'S LOVE.

JESUS, IN PRAYER, SPEAKING TO THE FATHER OF HIS
DISCIPLES, SAID “I WANT THE WORLD TO KNOW
THAT THOU HAST LOVED THEM AS THOU HAST
LOVED ME" (JOHN 17:23).

SOMEONE SAID "IF GOD HAD NOT LOVED YOU
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BEFORE YOU WERE BORN, HE NEVER WOULD HAVE
LOVED YOU AFTERWARD."

* GOD SPARED NOT HIS OWN SON, BUT GAVE HIM UP
FOR US ALL."

* GOD DID NOT HOLD JESUS BACK FROM THE CROSS,
FROM THE AGONIZING DEATH, FROM BEING "MADE
A CURSE FOR US," FROM "BEING MADE SIN" FOR US.

* GOD DOES NOT LOVE US BECAUSE CHRIST DIED FOR
US, BUT CHRIST DIED FOR US BECAUSE GOD LOVED

US.

CONCLUSION

LET US MAKE CHRIST FIRST IN OUR THOUGHTS AND
AFFECTIONS WHEN WE ARE WILLING NOT ONLY TO
LABOR FOR CHRISTIANITY, AND GIVE TO IT, BUT TO
SUFFER THE LOSS OF ALL THINGS FOR ITS
ADVANCEMENTS.

A. FOR THE BIBLE SAID: WHAT WOULD IT PROFIT A
MAN IF HE GAIN THE WORLD AND LOSE HIS SOUL?

1.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT ARTIST, AND KNOW NOT JESUS, THE
ONE ALTOGETHER LOVELY.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT ARCHITECT AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
CHIEF CORNER STONE.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT BAKER, AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
LIVING BREAD.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT BANKER, AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
PRICELESS POSSESSION.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT BUILDER, AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

13
SURE FOUNDATION.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT CARPENTER, AND KNOW NOT JESUS
THE DOOR.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT DOCTOR, AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
GREAT PHYSICIAN.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT EDUCATOR, AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
TEACHER.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT ENGINEER, AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
NEW AND LIVING WAY.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF THE BE A
GREAT FARMER, AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
LORD OF HARVEST.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT FLORIST, AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
ROSE OF SHARON.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT GEOLOGIST AND KNOW NOT JESUS
THE ROCK OF AGES.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT ASTRONOMER AND KNOW NOT JESUS
THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN IF HE BE A
GREAT HORTICULTURIST AND KNOW NOT
JESUS THE TRUE VINE.

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN TO BE A GREAT
JUDGE AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE RIGHTEOUS
JUDGE?

WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN TO BE A JURIST
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AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE TRUE WITNESS?

17.WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN TO BE A GREAT
JEWELER AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE PEARL OF
GREAT PRICE?

18. WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN TO BE A GREAT
LAWYER AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE SINNERS
ADVOCATE?

19. WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN TO BE A GREAT
PHILANTHROPIST AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
WISDOM OF GOD?

20. WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN TO BE A GREAT
SCULPTOR AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE LIVING
STONE?

21. WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN TO BE A GREAT
STUDENT AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE
INCARNATE TRUTH?

22. WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN TO BE A

SINNER AND KNOW NOT JESUS THE LAMB OF
GOD?

ULTRA CONCLUSION

IF YOU NEVER HAD A LOVE TO CALL YOUR OWN THEN
JESUS IS THE ONE FOR YOU.

HE IS THE ONE WHO DIED FOR YOU ONE FRIDAY ON A HILL
CALLED CALVARY.

HE IS THE ONE WHO WAS BURIED IN A BORROWED TOMB;
HE IS THE ONE WHO STAYED IN THE GRAVE ALL DAY

FRIDAY, ALL DAY SATURDAY, ALL NIGHT SATURDAY
NIGHT,
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BUT EARLY SUNDAY MORNING, HE IS THE ONE WHO GOT
UP WITH ALL POWER IN HIS HAND.

1. SOME ONE SAID HE IS THE ROCK OF AGES

2. SOMEBODY SAID HE'S THE ROCK OF MY
SALVATION

3. SOMEBODY SAID HE'S A ROCK IN A WEARY
LAND

4. SOMEBODY SAID HE'S HONEY IN THE ROCK

5. SOMEBODY ELSE SAID HE'S MY ROCK MY
SWORD MY SHIELD



