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SOME TRUE REASONS FOR THE SEASON

LUKE 2:8-20

INTRODUCTION

LET'S FACE IT, THE CHRISTMAS SEASON IS A TIME THAT IS
LOVED BY MANY AND HATED BY JUST AS MANY. YET,
REGARDLESS OF WHICH SIDE OF THAT ISSUE YOU FALL ON,
THIS MUCH IS TRUE:

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON IS A TIME FILLED WITH MANY
MIXED MESSAGES AND WITH PAGAN AND WORLDLY
RITUALS.

I MEAN, THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE THE ONE TIME IN THE
YEAR WHEN THE WORLD REMEMBERS THE BIRTH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND EVERY YEAR WE MUDDY THE
WATERS OF TRUTH BY ALLOWING THE SCRIPTURAL
MEANING OF THE SEASON TO BE MINGLED WITH OTHER
MESSAGES THAT HAVE THEIR ORIGIN IN THE WORLD.

NOW, I ENJOY CHRISTMAS AS MUCH AS THE NEXT PERSON,
BUT I JUST WANT YOU TO BE AWARE THAT THERE ARE
SOME TERRIBLE MISCONCEPTIONS SURROUNDING THE
TRUE MEANING OF THE SEASON.

TO MANY, IT’S ALL ABOUT MONEY, COMMERCIALISM AND
GREED.

OTHERS SEE IT AS A TIME FOR PARTIES, MEALS AND GET-
TOGETHERS.

MANY CHILDREN KNOW CHRISTMAS ONLY AS A TIME FOR
SANTA, RUDOLPH THE RED-NOSED REINDEER AND OTHER
EQUALLY FOOLISH FAIRY TALES.

AS A RESULT, SOME CHILDREN HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THE
TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS IS ALL ABOUT.
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ILLUSTRATION

A LITTLE BOY CAME HOME FROM SUNDAY SCHOOL. HE WAS
SO EXCITED ABOUT LEARNING ABOUT THE WISE MEN WHO
BROUGHT GIFTS TO THE BABY JESUS.

HE WAS SO EXCITED THAT HE HAD TO TELL HIS MOTHER.
HE SAID, ""I LEARNED TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL ALL
ABOUT THE FIRST CHRISTMAS. THERE WASN'T A SANTA
CLAUS WAY BACK THEN, SO THESE THREE FELLOWS ON
CAMELS HAD TO DELIVER ALL THE TOYS. AND RUDOLPH
THE RED-NOSE REINDEER WITH HIS NOSE SO BRIGHT
WASN'T THERE SO THEY HAD TO HAVE THIS BIG SPOTLIGHT
IN THE SKY TO FIND THEIR WAY AROUND.")

ILLUSTRATION

SOME ONE HAS COMPARED SANTA CLAUS AND THE LORD
JESUS IN A PIECE CALLED "SANTA VERSUS JESUS."

« SANTA LIVES AT THE NORTH POLE. JESUS LIVES
EVERYWHERE.

* SANTA RIDES IN A SLEIGH. JESUS RIDES ON THE WIND
AND WALKS ON THE WATER.

« SANTA COMES ONCE A YEAR. JESUS IS AN EVER
PRESENT HELP.

« SANTA COMES DOWN YOUR CHIMNEY. JESUS STANDS
AT YOUR DOOR OF YOUR HEART AND KNOCKS.

*  SANTA FILLS YOUR STOCKINGS WITH GOODIES. JESUS
SUPPLIES ALL YOUR NEEDS.

* YOU HAVE TO WAIT IN LINE TO SEE SANTA. JESUS IS
AS CLOSE AS THE MENTION OF HIS NAME.

« SANTA LETS YOU SIT IN HIS LAP. JESUS HOLDS YOU IN
HIS HANDS.

* SANTA HAS A BELLY LIKE A BOWL OF JELLY. JESUS
HAS A HEART OF LOVE.

« SANTA"S LITTLE HELPERS MAKES NEW TOYS. JESUS
MAKES NEW LIVES.

« SANTA PUTS GIFTS UNDER YOUR TREE. JESUS BECAME
OUR GIFT AND DIED ON A TREE.)
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THANK GOD FOR THE BIBLE! IN HIS HOLY, INSPIRED,
INFALLIBLE WORD, GOD SETS THE RECORD STRAIGHT
WHERE CHRISTMAS IS CONCERNED!

HE GIVES US, IN NO UNCERTAIN TERMS, THE TRUE REASONS
FOR THE SEASON.

MANY SAY, AND I KNOW WHAT THEY ARE SAYING WHEN
THEY DO, THAT "JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON."

AND, HE IS THE MAIN REASON, BUT HE ISN'T THE ONLY ONE!

ALLOW ME TO SHARE WITH YOU SOME OF THE TRUE
REASONS OR THE SEASON.

I. CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GIVING.

[LUKE 2:11] “FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY IN THE CITY
OF DAVID A SAVIOUR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD.”

A. CHRISTMAS WAS A SEASON FOR GOD TO GIVE HIS
SON TO MEN.

1. WHEN THOSE SHEPHERDS HEARD THE WORDS
OF THE ANGEL, THEY WERE TOLD THAT A
SAVIOR WAS COMING INTO THE WORLD. THIS
CHILD WHO WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM WAS NO
ORDINARY BABY. THIS IS PROVEN BY THE
ANGELIC ANNOUNCEMENTS PRIOR TO HIS
BIRTH, [LUKE 1:26-33], [MATT 1:20-23]

2. WHEN JESUS WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM, HE
WAS LITERALLY GOD IN HUMAN FLESH — [JOHN
1:1-14]

3. ALL THROUGH HIS LIFE, HE PROVED HIS
DISTINCTIVENESS. HE TAUGHT LIKE NO OTHER
MAN.

4. HE PERFORMED MIRACLES THAT NOBODY ELSE
COULD EVER DUPLICATE.
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S. HE HEALED, HE PREACHED, HE LOVED, HE
REACHED OUT.

6. HIS LIFE WAS ONE MIRACULOUS EVENT AFTER
ANOTHER.

7. HOWEVER, NONE OF THOSE THINGS QUALIFIES
HIM TO BE SAVIOR.

8. IT WASN'T ENOUGH FOR GOD TO SEND HIS SON
INTO THE WORLD, BUT THAT SAME JESUS HAD
TO BE "GIVEN UP."

9. WHEN [JOHN 3:16] TELLS US THAT GOD "GAVE
HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON", THAT IS THE PRECISE
MEANING.

10. GOD GAVE JESUS UP TO DIE ON THE CROSS FOR
YOU AND ME SO THAT OUR SIN DEBT MIGHT BE
PAID AND SO THAT WE MIGHT HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO BE SAVED FROM AN
ETERNITY IN HELL.

11. THANK GOD FOR GIVING THE GREATEST GIFT!

ILLUSTRATION

(THE CRADLE WAS THE FIRST STOP ON A ROAD THAT WAS
TO END AT AN OLD RUGGED CROSS.)

1. CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR MEN TO GIVE
THEIR SOULS TO GOD -

2. NOBODY LIKES TO RECEIVE A GIFT AND THEN
GIVE NOTHING FROM THEMSELVES IN RETURN.

3. GOD GAVE HIS SON TO DIE FOR SINNERS. IF WE
ARE TO GIVE A GIFT TO THE LORD, WHAT
WOULD IT BE?
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THERE WERE TWO GROUPS IN CONNECTION
WITH THE BIRTH AND EARLY LIFE OF THE LORD
WHO GAVE THEMSELVES TO HIM -

THE SHEPHERDS, [LUKE 2:8-10] AND THE WISE
MEN, [MATT. 2:1-12]

WE ALL HAVE THAT SOMEONE ON OUR GIFT
LIST WHO SEEMS TO HAVE EVERYTHING
ALREADY. THEY ARE HARD PEOPLE TO BUY
FOR.

WHAT DO YOU GIVE SOMEONE WHO HAS
EVERYTHING ALREADY?

THINK ABOUT IT, WHAT CAN YOU AND I GIVE
GOD?

HE DOESN'T NEED OUR MONEY.
HE CAN GET BY WITHOUT OUR TALENTS.

HE DOESN'T NEED A FRUIT BASKET, OR A NEW
TIE, OR SOME SOCKS OR HANDKERCHIEFS.

IN FACT, WHEN YOU GET RIGHT DOWN TO IT,
NONE OF US REALLY POSSESSES ANYTHING
ANYWAY.

YOU SAY, "I OWN MY HOUSE!" JUST STOP
PAYING THE TAXES FOR A FEW YEARS AND SEE
WHO OWNS IT!

YOU SAY, " OWN MY CARS!" AGAIN, STOP
PAYING THE INSURANCE AND THE TAXES AND
SEE WHO CONTROLS THAT CAR. YOU SAY,
"WELL, I OWN MY MONEY!" JUST LET THE
ECONOMY CRASH AND THEN TELL ME WHAT
YOU HAVE LEFT.

THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE POSSESSION THAT
WE EACH HAVE AND IT IS OUR SOUL.
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16. 1 HAVE CONTROL OVER IT AND IF I WANT TO
GIVE SOMETHING TO THE LORD, THEN IT MUST
BE MY SOUL.

17.1T IS THE ONLY THING I HAVE THAT I CAN
HONESTLY GIVE. NOTICE, THIS IS THE INTENT
OF [MARK 8:36-37]. “WHAT CAN A MAN GIVE IN
EXCHANGE FOR HIS SOoUL”

18. NOW, THE QUESTION ARISES, HAVE YOU GIVEN
YOUR HEART TO THE LORD?

19. IF NOT, THERE IS NO BETTER TIME THAN TODAY

TO MAKE THAT HAPPEN - [2 COR. 6:2.] “TODAY IS
THE DAY OF SALVATION”

I.CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GIVING

II._CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GOOD TIDINGS

[LUKE 2:10] “AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO THEM, FEAR NOT:
FOR, BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY,
WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.”

A. THE ANGEL CAME WITH A MESSAGE OF "GOOD
TIDINGS." LITERALLY, THIS PHRASE COMES FROM
THE WORD FROM WHICH WE GET OUR
"EVANGELIZE."

1. THE MESSAGE OF THE ANGEL WAS A MESSAGE
OF SALVATION. HE CAME TO PROCLAIM THE
GLORIOUS NEWS THAT A SAVIOR HAD BEEN
BORN IN BETHLEHEM!

B. THIS MESSAGE IS A MESSAGE OF HOPE!

1. AS HAS BEEN MENTIONED IN OTHER MESSAGES,
THESE MEN WERE SOCIAL OUTCASTS.

2. THEY WERE CONSIDERED UNCLEAN BY THEIR
RELIGION AND WERE TYPICALLY UNCOUTH,
DIRTY, AND VULGAR MEN.



THEY WERE THE TYPE OF MEN THAT NO ONE
WANTED TO BE AROUND.

THEY WERE GENERALLY FORGOTTEN BY SOME
ELEMENTS OF THEIR SOCIETY.

HOWEVER, THEY HADN'T BEEN FORGOTTEN BY
GOD!

HOW WONDERFUL THAT THESE WRETCHED,
SINFUL MEN WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES TO RAISING
SHEEP FOR THE TEMPLE SERVICES WERE THE
FIRST TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS THAT THE LAMB
OF GOD HAD BEEN BORN INTO THE WORLD. IT
WAS A MESSAGE OF HOPE!

THEY WERE FORBIDDEN FROM SEEKING GOD IN
THE TEMPLE, BUT GOD BROUGHT SALVATION TO
THEM!

. THE MESSAGE HASN'T CHANGED! THE GOSPEL IS

STILL A MESSAGE OF HOPE.

1.

YOU MAY BE ONE WHO HAS COMMITTED SOME
REALLY TERRIBLE SINS.

YOU MAY FEEL THAT GOD WOULDN'T SAVE YOU.
YOU MAY FEEL THAT YOU HAVE NO HOPE.

YOU MAY THINK THAT YOU ARE BEYOND THE
SCOPE OF GOD'S SAVING POWER.

WELL, LET ME TELL YOU THIS MORNING THAT THE
DOOR OF SALVATION IS STANDING WIDE, AND
THAT WHOSOEVER WILL MAY COME IN AND FIND
SALVATION FOR THEIR SOUL!

HERE'S THE DEAL, IF YOU ARE LOST AND KNOW
YOU NEED A SAVIOR, THEN KNOW THAT JESUS IS
WHO YOU NEED.



II.

I11.

7. AND, JUST AS THE MESSAGE WAS ONE OF HOPE
FOR THOSE MEN THAT NIGHT, IT IS A MESSAGE OF
HOPE FOR YOU THIS MORNING.

8. IT IS A CHANCE TO BEGIN LIFE AGAIN. IT IS AN
OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE YOUR SINS WASHED
AWAY.

9. ITIS AN OPPORTUNITY TO COME TO KNOW GOD
AND ASSURE YOURSELF OF HEAVEN WHEN YOU
DIE.

10. THANK GOD, THERE IS STILL HOPE IN THE GOSPEL!

CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GIVING

CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GOOD TIDINGS

CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR AMAZING
GRACE

[LUKE 2:11] “FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY IN THE
CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOUR, WHICH 1S CHRIST THE
LORD.”

A. IN A VERY REAL SENSE, WE ARE THE REASON FOR
THE SEASON!

1. BEFORE YOU CALL ME A HERETIC AND LEAD
ME TO THE STAKE TO BE BURNED, NOTICE,
VERSE 11, ALSO ISA. 9:6. “FOR UNTO “US” A
CHILD IS BORN, UNTO “US” A SON IS GIVEN....”

B. THESE MISERABLE SHEPHERDS DID NOT DESERVE
TO BE THE FIRST TO HEAR OF CHRIST'S BIRTH, BUT
IT WAS GOD'S GRACE THAT REACHED OUT TO
THEM IN THEIR NEED.

1. GRACE IS DEFINED AS "THE UNMERITED LOVE
AND FAVOR OF GOD TOWARD SINNERS."
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JUST ASIT WAS WITH THOSE SHEPHERD'S IN THAT
FIELD. IF THERE IS SALVATION IN YOUR LIFE AND
MINE, IT IS THERE BY GRACE AND GRACE ALONE!

1. THERE IS NOT A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL IN THIS
PLACE WHO DESERVES ANYTHING FROM GOD!

2. IN FACT, IF WE GOT WHAT WE DESERVED, WE
WOULD ALL BE IN HELL THIS MORNING,
SCREAMING IN THE FLAMES OF TORMENT,

3. [ROM. 6:23]! > FOR THE WAGES OF SIN IS
DEATH; BUT THE GIFT OF GOD IS
ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH JESUS

CHRIST OUR LORD.

4. NO,1DID NOT DESERVE TO BE SAVED, BUT GOD
IN HIS GREAT, MATCHLESS, MARVELOUS,
UNSPEAKABLE GRACE REACHED OUT TO ME IN
THE MIDST OF MY SINS AND CALLED ME TO
COME TO HIM!

5. MY DEAR LOST FRIENDS, IF YOU EVER
EXPERIENCE SALVATION, IT WILL NOT BE ON
THE BASIS OF ANY GOOD WHICH YOU MIGHT
HAVE DONE.

6. IT WILL NOT BE ON THE BASIS OF CHURCH
MEMBERSHIP, BAPTISM, ATTENDANCE, ETC.

7. IF YOU ARE EVER SAVED, IT WILL BE BY GRACE
AND GRACE ALONE - [EPH. 2:8-9].

8. THEREFORE, DO NOT PRESUME UPON THE
LORD! IF HE IS CALLING YOU TO COME TO HIM,
PLEASE DO SO, AND DO SO TODAY! THERE MAY
NEVER BE ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY.
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I. CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GIVING

II. CHRISTMASIS A SEASON FOR GOOD TIDINGS

III. CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GRACE

IV. CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GLORIFYING
GOD

[LUKE 2:13-14] “AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE
ANGELS A MULTITUDE OF THE HEAVENLY HOST
PRAISING GOD, AND SAYING, GLORY TO GOD IN THE
HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL

TOWARD MEN.”

A. AFTER THE FIRST ANGEL FINISHED HIS SPEECH. HE
WAS IMMEDIATELY JOINED BY A VAST MULTITUDE
OF THE HEAVENLY HOST AND THEY LIFTED THEIR
YOICES TO GIVE GLORY AND PRAISE TO THE LORD.

1. PLEASE NOTICE WHAT THEY DID NOT SAY!
THEIR'S WAS A SPIRITUAL, RATHER THAN A
SECULAR MESSAGE.)

B. MAY I REMIND YOU THAT CHRISTMAS, ALONG
WITH EASTER ARE TREMENDOUS TIMES FOR THE
CHILDREN OF GOD TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR
FAITH.

1. AFTER ALL, EVEN THOUGH CHRISTMAS HAS
BEEN SECULARIZED AND COMMERCIALIZED, IT
IS STILL A DAY SET ASIDE TO COMMEMORATE
THE BIRTH OF THE KING OF KINGS!

2. THROUGH OUR CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS, OUR
PERSONAL CONDUCT AND FAMILY FUNCTIONS,
WE HAVE A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO
SHOW THIS PAGAN WORLD JUST WHAT THIS
SEASON IS TRULY ABOUT!
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3. LET US JOIN OUR VOICES WITH THOSE OF THE
ANGELIC HOST AND DECLARE THE GREAT
GLORY OF GOD. AFTER ALL, THAT IS OUR DUTY

4. [1 COR.10:31|.’ WHETHER THEREFORE YE EAT,
OR DRINK, OR WHATSOEVER YE DO, DO ALL TO
THE GLORY OF GOD.

5. THIS WORLD NEEDS TO KNOW THE TRUE
REASON FOR THE SEASON!

C. AFTER THE SHEPHERDS MET HIM, THIS BECAME
THEIR MISSION.

1. THEY WENT ABOUT TELLING OTHERS ABOUT
HIM AND THEY RETURNED TO THEIR LIVES
GLORIFYING THE NAME OF THE LORD -

2. [LUKE 2:17-20] ”AND WHEN THEY HAD SEEN
IT, THEY MADE KNOWN ABROAD THE
SAYING WHICH WAS TOLD THEM
CONCERNING THIS CHILD.

8A{ND ALL THEY THAT HEARD IT
WONDERED AT THOSE THINGS WHICH
WERE TOLD THEM BY THE SHEPHERDS.

PBUT MARY KEPT ALL THESE THINGS, AND
PONDERED THEM IN HER HEART.

2AND THE SHEPHERDS RETURNED,
GLORIFYING AND PRAISING GOD FOR ALL
THE THINGS THAT THEY HAD HEARD AND
SEEN, AS IT WAS TOLD UNTO THEM.

3. WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO GLORIFY THE LORD
THIS CHRISTMAS?
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CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GIVING

CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GOOD TIDINGS

CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR AMAZING
GRACE

CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GLORIFYING
GOD

CHRISTMAS IS A SEASON FOR GOING HOME.

[LUKE 2:4] “DAVID WENT TO BETHLEHEM,
BECAUSE HE WAS OUT OF THE HOUSE AND
LINEAGE OF DAVID.”

ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS, JOSEPH RETURNED TO
THE ANCIENT HOME OF HIS FOREFATHERS. FOR HE
AND MARY. IT WAS TIME FOR GOING HOME.

MANY OF US WILL GO TO BE WITH OUR PARENTS
DURING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON.

MANY WILL TRAVEL GREAT DISTANCES TO GO
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS. FOR SOME, THIS IS
WHAT MAKES CHRISTMAS SPECIAL.

MAY ISAY TO YOU WHO ARE GATHERED HERE
TODAY THAT THERE ARE SOME OF YOU WHO NEED
TO GO HOME THIS CHRISTMAS!

1. LIKE THE PRODIGAL SON, YOU HAVE
WANDERED FROM THE FATHER'S HOUSE AND
HAVE LIVED OUT IN THE FAR COUNTRY. NOW,
IT IS TIME FOR YOU TO COME HOME.

2. IF YOU WILL, LIKE THE PRODIGAL, YOU WILL
FIND FORGIVENESS AND BLESSING IN THE
FATHER'S HOUSE,
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3. [1JOHN1:9); ’IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS, HE IS
FAITHFUL AND JUST TO FORGIVE US OUR SINS,
AND TO CLEANSE US FROM ALL
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.

4. THERE ARE OTHERS WHO HAVE NEVER MET
THE FATHER. YOUR GREATEST NEED IS TO
COME HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS.

5. GOD'S OFFER OF SALVATION IS AVAILABLE TO
EVERYONE WHO WILL RESPOND IN SIMPLE
FAITH.

6. IF YOU WILL COME TO THE LORD AND GIVE HIM
YOUR HEART, HE WILL FORGIVE YOU OF YOUR
SINS, SAVE YOUR SOUL FROM HELL AND
GUARANTEE YOU A HOME IN HEAVEN
THROUGHOUT ETERNITY.

7. 1IF YOU WILL COME TO HIM.

CONCLUSION

I AM SURE THERE ARE MANY OTHER REASON FOR THE
SEASON THAT WE COULD FIND IN THE WORD OF GOD, BUT
THESE STAND TO REMIND US THAT THE GREATEST NEED
THIS SEASON, IS FOR MEN TO HAVE A PERSONAL
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

* HOWIS YOUR CHRISTMAS SHAPING UP THIS YEAR?

e IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GET RID OF YOUR SINS, I INVITE
YOU TO COME TO HIM.

e IF YOU HAVE STRAYED IN YOUR WALK WITH HIM AND
NEED TO COME HOME, I INVITE YOU TO COME TO HIM.

* IF THERE ARE AREAS IN YOUR LIFE WHERE YOU NEED
TO FOLLOW GOD IN HUMBLE OBEDIENCE, I INVITE YOU
TO COME TO HIM.

* WHATEVER YOU NEED THIS MORNING, I INVITE YOU TO
THE LORD JESUS AND FIND ALL THAT YOU WILL EVER
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NEED TO MEET YOUR NEED.

WILL YOU COME TO THE ONE WHO WAS BORN IN
BETHLEHEM; WRAPPED IN SWADLING CLOTHES, AND
LAID IN A MANAGER?

WILL YOU COME TO THE ONE WHO WAS REARED IN
NAZARETH?

WILL YOU COME TO THE ONE WHO WAS BAPTIZED IN
THE JORDAN?

WILL YOU COME TO THE ONE WHO WAS TEMPTED IN
THE WILDERNESS?

WILL YOU COME TO THE ONE WHO PERFORMED
MIRACLES IN A DESERT PLACE?

WILL YOU COME TO THE ONE WHO PRAYED IN
GETHSEMANE?

WILL YOU COME TO THE ONE WHO TRIED IN PILATE’S
HALL?

WILL YOU COME TO THE ONE WHO DIED ONE FRIDAY ON
A HILL CALLED CALVARY?

WILL YOU COME TO THE ONE WHO WAS BURIED IN A
BORROWED TOMB?

WILL YOU COME TO THE ONE WHO GOT UP OUT OF THAT
GRAVE EARLY SUNDAY MORNING, WITH ALL POWER IN
HIS HAND?



